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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  principal  thoughts  in  this  little  work  were  sug- 
gested by  one  of  a  similar  import  printed  in  London  in 
the  year  1836;  and  though  a  part  of  it  is  a  reprint, 
rejecting  such  portions  as  appeared  too  sectarian,  yet 
much  of  the  original  has  been  retained,  and  such 
additions  made  as  seemed  best  calculated  to  prepare 
younger  and  less  experienced  Christians  in  the  course 
they  have  entered  upon,  and  to  afford  comfort  and  conso- 
lation to  all  in  times  of  trial  and  suffering.  St.  Paul 
justly  compares  the  Christian's  course  to  a  race,  a  con- 
test, and  says  :  '  I  press  toward  the  mark  of  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,*  and  also,  *  that  I 
may  know  him  (Christ)  and  the  power  of  his  resurrec- 
tion, and  the   fellowship   of   his  sufferings.'      So   that 
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however  joyous  or  confident  we  may  be  at  the  outset  of 
the  race,  the  end  is  only  to  be  attained  through  patience, 
perseverance  and  suffering. 

The  author  of  the  original  work  has  not  given  his 
name  to  the  world,  but  it  bears  evidence  of  being  the 
production  of  some  earnest,  sincere,  and  experienced 
fellow-disciple,  who  has  left  this  little  legacy  for  those 
who  were  to  come  after  him,  and  who  are,  perhaps,  like 
their  Master,  to  be  taught  and  perfected  through  suffer- 
ing. It  will  be  pleasant  to  those  of  liberal  views  in 
religion,  to  find  how  little  doctrine  has  to  do  with  the 
attainment  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  or  Love.  The 
author  of  the  present  volume  has  felt  it  to  be  a  duty  to 
arrange  and  republish  this  little  work,  as  there  may  be 
others  to  whom  it  may  come  as  a  messenger  of  hope  and 
comfort  in  afiliction,  mental  or  corporeal.  , 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  work 
consists  of  apt  quotations  from  the  Bible,  the  source  of 
all  joy  and  comfort ;  which,  however,  we  trust,  will  add 
to,  and  not  diminish,  its  value ;  for  it  may  have  been 
observed,  in  times  of  severe  mental  or  bodily  suffering, 
that  there  is  some  difficulty  in  reading  or  listening  to 
large  portions  of  the  Divine  Word,  while  comfort  and 
support  has  been  derived  from  a  single  word  or  text 
drawn   from   the    Bible,   and    in    connection   with    the 
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thoughts  of  those  who  have  suffered  Uke  ourselves.  To 
those,  indeed,  who  have  gone  before  us  in  mental  or 
bodily  suffering  of  a  similar  kind  or  nature  to  our  own, 
we  naturally  turn  for  instruction  and  support;  and  thus, 
owing  to  a  sympathy  excited  in  this  way,  when  it  would 
be  in  no  other,  we  make  their  case  our  own.  For  when 
sickness,  pain,  and  sorrov/,  have  combined  to  weigh 
down  some  poor  child  of  want,  who  '  asks  not  to  stay,' 
and  the  end  draws  near,  how  often  may  we  hear,  even  in 
the  last  struggle,  and  in  the  weakness  of  the  flesh,  but  in 
strength  of  spirit  —  'Yes,  I  suffer  greatly,  but  my  suffer- 
ings are  not  to  be  compared  to  those  of  Him  who  suffered 
for  me.'  In  this  frame  of  mind,  with  these  thoughts,  the 
pain  is  really  alleviated,  a  calm  and  quiet  state  of  resig- 
nation, if  not  of  joy,  succeeds,  and  the  grief,  the  care, 
and  pain  seem  really  borne  by  him  who  careth  for  us, 
and  according  to  his  promise,  the  Master  is  with  his 
servant,  even  to  the  end.  And  when  all  other  support 
has  failed,  what  numbers  of  the  care-worn  children  of 
the  world  have  been  brought  to  Christ  by  His  compas- 
sionate and  loving  words  of  invitation,  *  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest.'  Thus,  also,  in  the  hours  of  temptation  and  trial, 
in  times  of  separation,  in  seasons  of  darkness  and  des- 
pondency, we  may  find  the  same  consolation  and  support 
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in  those  passages  and  texts  which  have  supported  this 
unknown  disciple,  though  Hke  him,  we  may  not  be 
obhged  to  chng,  with  the  energy  of  despair,  to  some  soli- 
tary text,  until  God  lifts  upon  us  the  light  of  his  counte- 
*  nance,  until  He  commands  His  loving  kindness,  and  lifts 
the  cloud  that  rests  upon  us,  and  gives  us  peace.  For 
such  experience,  though  the  trial  may  be  sore,  let  us 
rather  be  thankful,  being  assured,  if  our  faith  and  trust 
fail  not,  we  shall  be  none  the  worse  j  for  *  he  who  shall 
endure  unto  the  end,  the  same  shall  be  saved.' 

W. 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  TEMPTATIONS. 


•in  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  SOUGHT  THE  LORD,  AND 
MY  SOUL  REFUSED  TO  BE  COMFORTED.  IS  HIS  MERCY 
CLEAN  GONE  FOR  EVER?  DOTH  HIS  PROMISE  FAIL  FOR 
EVER  MORE  ?  ' Ps.  LxXVU.   2,  8. 

That  we  carry  constantly  with  us  cor- 
rupt and  degenerate  hearts,  is  affirmed  by 
Scripture,  and  is  soon  assured  to  us  by  our 
own  experience.  That  the  heart  of  man 
^  is  deceitful  above  all  things,'  the  Christian 
is  ready  to  acknowledge ;  for  the  greater  the 
degree  of  progress  he  has  made,  and  the 
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more  experience  he  has  obtained,  the  more 
clearly  are  his  sins,  and  the  evil  tendency  of 
his  heart,  revealed  to  him ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  no  Christian,  however  advanced  in  age 
or  experience,  expects  in  the  present  life  to 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation.  The 
Saviour  was  himself  tempted,  and  it  seems 
to  be  the  concurrent  testimony  of  his  fol- 
lowers that  they  are  called  to  endure  trials 
of  this  kind  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ; 
though  it  is  doubtless  true  that  the  tempta- 
tions of  advanced  Christians,  or  holy  persons, 
will  be  very  different  from  the  temptations 
of  those  who  have  made  but  little  progress. 
But  let  us  not  deceive  ourselves ;  for  though 
at  the  outset  of  our  career,  in  the  early  emo- 
tions of  love  and  joy,  in  the  eagerness  of  the 
spirit,  all  opposition  seems  to  give  way 
before  us,  and  we  are  both  astonished  and 
delighted  at  the  facility  of  the  conquest  of 
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our  sins  and  of  ourselves,  and  we  should  be 
deeply  grieved  at  any  doubts  of  our  ability 
to  lead  pure  and  holy  lives  ;  yet  our  spirit- 
ual enemies  are  not  so  easily  overcome.  It 
is  only  in  appearance  that  they  seem  dead  at 
our  feet.  In  a  little  time,  in  the  security  of 
victory,  they  gradually  revive ;  and  in  mo- 
ments of  carelessness,  when  off  our  guard, 
they  resume  their  weapons,  and  renew  the 
assault  in  one  form  or  another,  with  more 
vigor  than  ever ;  and  if  they  are  not  suffered 
to  overcome  entirely,  they  yet  give  us  many, 
many  hard  struggles,  and  the  most  painful 
contests  are,  perhaps,  with  those  we  thought 
most  easily  vanquished,  and  the  greatest 
danger  may  arise  from  those  we  apprehended 
the  least.  Pride  in  all  its  forms,  selfishness 
and  self-exaltation,  even  where  there  should 
be  nought  but  self-abasement,  indolence  of 
spirit,  neglect  of  means  and  opportunities, 
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an  immoderate  attachment  to  the  world,  and 
the  things  of  the  world,  a  regard  to  its 
opinions,  its  follies,  and  its  fashions,  are  the 
temptations  which  tend  to  alienate  the  heart 
from  God,  and  to  create  an  indisposition  to 
draw  nigh  to  Him.  Many  who  find  them- 
selves in  this  state,  and  whose  consciences 
accuse  them  of  no  gross  sins,  are  weary,  sad, 
and  depressed ;  and  if  they  do  not  return  to 
the  follies  they  have  left,  find  no  peace  or 
joy  in  believing,  and  why  ?  ^  Seven  times  a 
day,'  says  David,  ^I  pay  my  vows  unto  the 
Lord ; '  and  the  promise  is,  ^  if  ye  will  draw 
nigh  to  me,  I  will  dra.w  nigh  to  you.'  And 
can  this  wonderful  condescension,  and  proof 
of  love  from  the  Supreme  and  Eternal 
Creator,  to  the  beings  of  a  day,  be  disre- 
garded, and  the  low  follies  and  pleasures  of 
life,  and  love  of  the  world  be  sought,  rather 
than   communion   with  him,  without  such 


THE    believer's    TEMPTATIONS.  11 

a  result.  Strange  indeed  is  it  that  those  who 
have  known  God,  can  turn  again  to  such 
beggarly  elements. 

Temptations  are,  however,  suffered  to 
accompany  all  stations  in  life,  and  all  degrees 
of  progress.  There  may  be  those  who  have 
sunk  so  low  that  a  little  restoration  from  the 
neglect  and  contempt  of  men  seems  to  be 
the  end  of  effort  and  of  progress,  and  they 
are  satisfied  to  hold  a  little  higher  rank  than 
they  before  held  in  society,  and  their  road 
to  heaven  seems  strewed  with  flowers.  But 
then  gratitude  for  what  God  and  Christianity 
has  done  for  them  soon  disappears,  and  temp- 
tations assail  them  with  facility.  Again 
there  are  those  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice 
their  position,  and  all  they  have,  if  need  be, 
who  disregard  the  opinions  of  the  world, 
and  who  must  therefore  count  upon  its  jidi- 
cule,  and  the  persecution  of  the  tongue  at 
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least,  and  who  are  disheartened  at  times  by 
the  activity  of  the  opponents  of  religion, 
and  the  coldness  and  indifference  of  the 
friends  of  it ;  for  from  the  good  we  may 
find  less  assistance  than  we  expected,  and 
from  the  bad  or  the  worldly,  more  opposition 
and  enticement.  For  such  is  often  the  fear 
of  ostentation,  or  of  a  charge  of  enthusiasm, 
that  the  good  study  more  to  conceal  their 
piety  and  their  virtues,  than  the  evil  their 
vices  and  their  depravity.  But  all  Christians, 
of  whatever  name,  will  assuredly  find  in  the 
world,  from  its  manners,  its  customs,  and 
examples,  great  difficulties  and  temptations. 
The  precept,  ^regard  not  the  world,  nor 
the  things  of  the  world,'  is  only  fully  learnt 
when  the  affections  are  turned  to  God,  and 
our  consecration  to  him  is  perfected.  To 
all,  however,  will  come  the  contest,  within 
and  without ;  the  hours  of  darkness  and  des- 


THE    believer's    TEMPTATIONS.  13 

pondency,  the  sorrow  for  sin;  until,  with 
St.  Paul,  we  shall  be  ready  to  cry,  ^who 
shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ? '     Rom.  vii.  24. 

^  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation,' 
says  Christ,  and  also,  '  fear  not  for  I  have 
overcome  the  world ; '  but  in  our  distress 
the  glorious  promises  of  the  gospel  may 
be  forgotten  or  unheeded,  the  most  dis- 
couraging and  terrifying  views  of  the  diffi- 
culties, the  self-denials,  and  the  dangers 
of  our  religious  course,  and  the  most  tempt- 
ing ideas  of  the  gratifications  and  pleasures 
of  the  world  may  be  present  to  our  imag- 
ination, and  we  may  begin  to  think  that  we 
have  lost  more  than  we  have  gained  by  our 
conversion  from  evil  to  good,  and  that  we 
may  lose  the  good  of  this  world,  as  well  as 
of  that  to  come.  But  let  no  such  calcu- 
lations be  entertained  for    a  moment;   the 
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very  thought  is  evil.  It  is  looking  back 
to  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt,  and  it  is  the  sor- 
cerer's proposal  to  purchase  the  gift  of  mira- 
cles. If  we  have  really  put  our  hands  to 
the  plough,  let  it  be  the  least  of  our  tempt- 
ations to  look  back ;  and  though,  like  Peter, 
we  may  be  overthrown,  let  us  at  least  imitate 
his  devoted  spirit,  and  say,  '■  Lord,  why  can- 
not I  follow  thee  now  ?  I  will  lay  down  my 
life  for  thy  sake.'  The  reproving,  but  kind 
and  forgiving  look  of  our  Lord  is  far  better 
than  his  averted  face.  If,  in  addition  to 
other  temptations,  those  of  ignominy,  pov- 
erty, and  desertion,  are  added,  it  may  be 
difficult  to  bear  up  under  them,  and  perse- 
vere even  to  the  severance  of  the  last  tie 
which  binds  us  to  earth.  But  we  are  to 
bear  and  suffer  all  this,  if  necessary ;  and 
let  us  not  be  discouraged ;  for  if  we  have 
no  earthly  witness,  no  sympathizing  friendy 
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thiere  is  a  cloud  of  witnesses  to  rejoice  in 
our  victory,  and  the  captain  of  our  salvation 
looks  on  our  struggles  with  love  and  pity, 
and  lends  his  needful,  but  unseen  aid.  ^  For 
more  and  greater  is  He  that  is  with  us,  than 
all  those  that  are  against  us.'  2  Kings,  vi.  16. 
And  when  our  enemies  press  upon  us,  when 
temptations  are  most  sore,  amidst  all  the 
opposition  of  earth  and  hell,  let  us  remember 
we  are  to  ^  fight  as  in  the  presence  of  God ; ' 
Zech.  i.  5.  And  let  us  think  of  Him  who 
'  endured  the  cross  and  despised  the  shame,' 
and  who  led  a  life  of  self-denial,  temptation, 
and  suffering ;  and  though  we  may,  in  the 
language  of  the  Psalms,  say,  ^  O  Thou  who 
savest  by  thy  right  hand  those  that  put  their 
trust  in  Thee,  from  those  that  rise  up  against 
them,  permit  me  to  make  the  shadow  of  thy 
wings  my  refuge.'  And  though  we  may 
find  this  refuge,  let  us  not  think  it  strange 
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that  we  are  called  to  suffering;  for  out  of 
the  heart  come  evil  thoughts  and  evil 
deeds ;  help  me,  therefore.  Lord,  to  root  out 
these  evil  tendencies,  these  corruptions,  so 
that  in  the  hour  of  pressing  temptation  I  may 
be  ahle  to  stand,  trusting  in  Thee  to  work 
^  in  me  to  will  and  to  do  of  thy  good  pleasure.' 
May  I  also  give  heed  to  the  teachings  and 
directings  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  with 
watchfulness  and  diligence  making  my  '  call- 
ing and  election  sure,'  doing  Thy  will  accord- 
ing to  the  understanding  granted  unto  me. 

With  joy  we  meditate  the  grace 

Of  our  high  priest  above  j 
His  heart  is  fraught  with  tenderness, 

And  never-failing  love. 

Touched  with  a  sympathy  within, 

He  knows  our  feeble  frame  j 
He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean, 

For  he  has  felt  the  same. 

He  will  not  quench  the  smoking  flax. 

But  raise  it  to  a  flame. 
The  bruised  reed  he  does  not  break, 

Nor  scorns  the  meanest  name. 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  TRIALS. 


♦these  things  I  HAVE  SPOKEN  UNTO  YOU,  THAT  IN  MB 
YE  MIGHT  HAVE  PEACE.  IN  THE  WORLD  YE  SHALL 
HAVE  TRIBULATION  ;  BUT  BE  OF  GOOD  CHEER;  I 
HAVE    OVERCOME    THE    WORLD.' Joku  Xvi :    33. 


It  is  one  of  the  evidences  of  the  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  God,  that  while  trial  and 
suffering  are  so  often  necessary  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  Christian  character,  yet  when 
the  soul  has  been  awakened  to  righteous- 
ness, it  is  so  filled  with  the  love  and  favor  of 

God,  so  overjoyed  at  the  possession  of  the 
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pearl  of  great  price,  that  a  lasting  impression 
is  made  upon  the  heart ;  an  impression  which 
survives  all  trial  and  tribulatioUj  and  like  the 
polar  star  in  the  mists  and  shadows  which 
obscure,  but  do  not  hide  it  from  view,  con- 
tinues to  guide  the  Christian  on  his  course ; 
or  at  least  assures  him  that  He  who  has 
once  taken  compassion,  has  promised  that  he 
will  never  leave  nor  forsake  those  who  trust 
in  him.  No  Christian  can  be  a  good  soldier 
of  the  crosSj  any  more  than  one  can  be  a 
good  soldier  for  temporal  warfare,  except 
he  be  hardened  and  disciplined  by  actual 
contests,  watchings,  and  privation.  Were  it 
not  for  these,  we  should  become  slothful, 
effeminate  and  indifferent,  and  probably  much 
more  easily  overcome  than  if  we  were  not 
called  to  warfare,  and  were  entirely  inexpe- 
rienced :  but  the  Christian  is  not  put  at  once 
to  the  proof;  he  is  not  tried  beyond  what 
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he  is  able  to  bear;  at  the  outset  of  his 
career  he  may  feel  strong  for  the  contest  and 
the  race  that  is  set  before  him,  but  he  is 
soon  taught  to  know  his  weakness  and  to 
seek  for  help  from  One  who  is  mighty ;  and 
lest  we  should  be  discouraged,  he  gradually 
inures  us  to  trial  and  to  suffering;  and 
though  we  may  be  even  overthrown,  and 
begin  to  fear  that  we  have  lost  the  protec- 
tion and  regard  of  our  leader,  yet  the  recol- 
lection of  his  love  and  care  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  career,  and  the  prize 
promised  at  the  end  of  it,  reassures  our 
faith,  and  we  renew  the  conflict  with  fresh 
vigor  though  with  more  humility. 

The  Christian  may  also  have  trials  and 
sorrows ;  much  for  others  as  well  as  for 
himself;  often  indeed  while  our  own  trials 
are  sustained  with  fortitude,  we  may  yield 

to  an  unbecoming  grief  for  those  whose  life 
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or  happiness  is  very  dear  to  us.  It  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  we  should  become  in- 
sensible to  our  own  trials  and  sorrows,  or 
to  those  of  others.  True  religion  tends  to 
open  the  springs  of  every  gentle  feeling,  and 
gives  new  vigor  and  new  life  to  every  gen- 
erous emotion  and  affection;  yet  we  may 
indulge  in  a  more  vehement  sorrow,  and  a 
deeper  grief  and  anxiety  for  ourselves  and 
others,  than  is  consistent  with  a  firm  faith 
or  a  filial  resignation.  The  sorrow  for  sin, 
the  grief  that  we  have  not  done  the  will 
of  God,  or  honored  Christ,  by  our  lives; 
the  sense  of  separation  from  'Him  in  whom 
we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being,'  even 
though  assured  of  the  way  of  reconciliation, 
are  not  among  the  least  of  the  trials  of  the 
Christian ;  indeed  the  feeling  of  being  for- 
saken by  God  is  perhaps  the  greatest  trial 
with  him,  as  it  was  with  his  Master.     The 
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mysterious  ejaculation  —  ^  My  God !  My 
God !  Why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ? '  can 
be  accounted  for  only  on  the  supposition 
that  Christ  was  tried  or  tempted  in  every 
pointj  as  we  are  tried.  It  is  perhaps  in  the 
power  of  every  earnest  and  sincere  Christian 
to  live  near  to  God,  though  he  may  not  be 
able  to  live  free  from  sin ;  but  from  this 
cause  or  for  the  trial  of  his  faith,  this  trial 
of  being  forsaken  of  God,  will  come  to  us 
also.  Amid  the  cares  and  pleasures  of  the 
world,  the  tendency  is  ever  to  be  drawn 
away  from  spiritual  things,  and  to  overlook 
our  obligations  and  the  nature  of  our  profes- 
sions, even  if  we  are  preserved  from  opeii 
sin.  In  such  cases  trials  and  afflictions  are 
perhaps  necessary  to  bring  usi)ack,  and,  for 
B,  time,  the  conviction  of  our  unfaithfulness 
to  so  good  a  Father  and  so  gracious  a 
^^aviour,  brings  k  more  poignant  sorrow  and 


23  THE    BELIEVER'S    TRIALS. 

a  deeper  grief  than  perhaps  was  ever  expe- 
rienced by  the  children  of  the  world.  Yet 
is  the  medicine  wholesome  though  bitter; 
and  though  '  weeping  may  endure  for 
the  nightj  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.' — 
The  'chastening  seemeth  to  be  grievous, 
nevertheless  it  afterwards  yieldeth  the  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteousness  ; '  and  the  Chris- 
tian probably  suffers  not  a  trial  or  a  sorrow 
which  could  be  dispensed  with  in  his  train- 
ing or  in  his  purification.  True  it  is,  how- 
ever, that  God  in  this  life  will  visit  the  sins 
of  his  people.  In  order  to  bring  them  back 
to  himself  they  are  tried  as  by  fire  —  the 
gold  must  be  purified  and  the  dross  burned 
up.  Another  of  the  trials  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced Christian  (in  a  world  of  at  least 
practical  unbelief)  is  that  he  is  open  to  a 
charge  of  presumption,  whenever  he  shews 
by  word  or  deed  that  he  is  a  child  of  God. 
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He  does  not  say,  though  the  world  says  it 
for  him,  —  ^  stand  aside  for  I  am  holier  than 
thou,'  for  he  knows  his  weakness  and  his 
sinfulness ;  and  it  is  no  assumption  of  holi- 
ness when  he  asserts  that  he  is  one  with 
Christ,  for  though  he  also  pleads  the  effect 
of  the  Divine  favor  upon  his  heart,  the 
world  will  not  admit  the  evidence  j  but 
neither  did  it  with  Christ,  when  he  asserted 
that  he  was  one  with  the  Father,  and  as  he 
was  with  the  Father  so  should  we  be  one 
with  him.  ^  May  the  same  mind  be  in  me 
which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.'  Phil.  2  :  5. 
'  May  I,  O  Lord,  be  renewed  in  the  spirit 
of  my  mind.'  Eph.  :  4  23.  ^Make  me  a 
partaker  of  the  Divine  nature.'  2  Peter  1 : 
4.  These  petitions  are  for  us,  for  it  is  not 
without  prayer  and  striving  that  we  can  be 
made  partakers  of  the  Divine  nature.  *  Ye 
shall  indeed  be  baptized  with  the  baptism 
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that  I  am  baptized  with/ —  and,  we  must, 
through  much  tribulation,  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God.'  Acts  14,  22.  We  may  have 
intervals  of  rest  and  periods  of  spiritual 
enjoyment ;  but  if  these  are  also  denied,  we 
may  be  still  ^rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in 
tribulation.'  Romans  12,  12.  But  whether 
our  greatest  trials  are  for  ourselves  or  others, 
we  may  have  the  consolation  of  reading  the 
gracious  declaration  that  '  the  Lord  doth  not 
afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of 
men.'  Lamentations  3  :  33.  ^  And  will  not 
that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 
come  to  repentance.'     2  Peter,  3:9. 

'  My  God,  I  thank  thee,  may  no  thought 
E'er  deem  thy  chastisements  severe  ; 

But  may  this  heart,  by  sorrow  taught, 
Calm  each  wild  wish,  each  idle  fear. 

Full  many  a  throb  of  grief  and  pain 
Thy  frail  and  erring  child  must  know  ; 

But  not  one  prayer  is  breathed  in  vain. 
Nor  does  one  tear  unheeded  flow.* 
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*  Thy  various  messengers  employ, 

Thy  purposes  of  love  fulfil, 
And  'mid  the  wreck  of  human  joy 

Let  kneeling  Faith  adore  thy  will,* 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  ENCOURAGEMENT. 


«  THOU  DREWEST  NEAR  IN  THE  DAY  THAT  I  CALLED 

UPON  THEE  :  THOU  SAiDST,  FEAR  NOT.' — Lam.  3:  57. 

Cannot  I  subscribe  with  my  heart  to  the 
truth  of  thisj  and  acknowledge  that  in  many 
a  dark  and  dreary  day,  when  I  called  even 
out  of  the  depths  of  unbelief  and  apprehen- 
siveness,  the  Lord  drew  near  unto  me  and 
spoke  to  my  trembling  heart  those  sweet 
words  of  encouragement —  ^  Fear  not.' 

The  preparation  of  the  heart  is  from  the 
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Lord,  and  when  he  has  prepared  it  to  ^  call 
upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble/  his  promise 
is  fulfilled,  —  'I  will  hear  thee,  and  thou 
shalt  glorify  me.'  And  while  we  are  yet 
speaking,  not  the  Angel  Gabriel  is  caused  to 
fly  swiftly  to  us,  as  to  Daniel,  but  Jesus 
himself  draws  near,  saying, — '  Fear  not,  for 
I  am  with  thee : '  ^  Fear  not,  for  I  have 
redeemed  thee ;  thou  art  mine.'  Yet,  how 
often,  like  the  mistrusting  disciples,  have  I 
been  ready  to  ask, — '  Lord,  carest  thou  not 
that  we  perish  ? '  How  often  have  I  thought 
^  the  Lord's  ear  heavy,  that  it  could  not  hear, 
or  his  arm  shortened,  that  it  could  not  save,' 
until  the  same  voice  that  said,  '  why  are  ye 
so  fearful  ? '  rebuked  also  the  winds  and 
waves,  whose  very  murmuring  had  alarmed 
me,  and  the  storm  was  allayed  before  it 
gathered  strength,  and  the  rough  wind  was 
stayed  in  the  day  of  the  east  wind. 
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How  often  has  the  cloud  that  to  my  fear- 
ful eye  had  gathered  blackness,  been  tinged 

with  light,  before  it  approached  me  ?     How 
often  have  the  deep  waters  which  I  fancied 

must  have  even  gone  over  my  soul,  been 

caused  to  go  back,  and  appeared  as  a  wall 

on  my  right  hand  and  my  left,  making  that 

a   defence  which  I   feared  would   prove   a 

danger,  and  testifying  to  the  hardness  of  my 

heart  and  the    goodness  of  my  God,   who 

proved   better    to    me    than    all    my   fears, 

and  showed  me  how  needless  were  all  my 

anxieties. 

And,  shall  I  call  to  remembrance  the  days 

of  old  ?     Shall  I  muse  on  all  his  wondrous 

works,  and  his  counsels,  which  have  ever 

been  faithfulness  and  truth?     Shall  I  own 

that  the  Lord  has  drawn  near  in  the  day 

-that  I  called  on  Him,  and  still  fear  that  now 

He  will  shut  out  my  prayer,  and  hide  his 
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mercy  from  me  ? '  Has  my  weeping  in  the 
night  been  so  often  changed  into  joy  in  the 
morningj  and  cannot  I  now  say  with  the 
man  of  afBiction,-— '  Rejoice  not  against  me, 
O  mine  enemy :  though  I  fall,  yet  shall  I 
arise  again;  though  I  sit  in  darkness,  the 
Lord  shall  be  a  light  unto  me, —  shall  lift 
up  the  light  of  his  countenance  upon  me, 
and  give  me  peace.' 

'Poor  though  I  am,  despised^  forgot, 
Yet  God,  my  God,  forgets  me  not.' 

I  have  still  the  same  faithful,  unchanged- 
able  God,  who  will  be  what  he  has  been-. 
Immutability  is  the  character  of  all  his  ways,, 
for  all  his  ways  are  perfect.  '  I  am  the  Lord, 
I;  change  not,  therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are 
not  consumed,  for  he  had  said  he  would 
choose  Jacob  for  himself,  and  Israel  for  his 
own  inheritance.'     He  has  drawn  near  to 
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me  in  the  days  when  I  called  upon  him. 
He  has  drawn  near  to  many  an  afflicted 
soul,  and  he  will  visit  me  with  his  salvation ; 
he  will  still  draw  near  when  I  call ;  he  will 
still  say, — 'Fear  not,  fear  not,  thou  worm 
Jacob.'  '  If  I  be  among  the  children  of 
Jacob,  though  I  am  but  as  a  worm  before 
him,  I  am  safe,  I  shall  not  be  trodden  under 
foot,  he  will  look  on  me  and  say  unto  me, — 
Live.' 

I  know  that  my  Saviour  abideth  faithful, — 
that  he  cannot  deny  himself.  It  was  the 
same  Jesus  who  was  taken  up  into  heaven, 
and  had  all  power  given  unto  him,  who 
reproved  his  disciples  for  doubting  his  pro- 
tecting power,—'  Why  are  ye  so  fearful,  0 
ye  of  little  faith ! '  If  I  am  a  disciple  I 
might  hear  this  same  question  addressed  to 
me, —  Why  am  I  fearful?  There  was  never 
yet   a   tried,    afflicted   child   of   God,    who 
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might  not,  in  every  fresh  blast  of  adversity, 
hear  a  Father's  voice,  saying, —  Fear  not  — 
though  the  storm  be  deepening  around  thee, 
if  I  am  with  thee,  thy  frail  and  shattered 
vessel  may  be  tossed  by  the  violence  of  the 
waves,  but  it  shall  never  perish.  I  have 
given  commandment  to  save  thee ;  I  have 
heard  thy  cry,  and  draw  near  unto  thee ; 
I  will  arise  when  thou  dost  call.  Jesus  let 
the  tempest  rage  until  the  disciples  came 
and  awoke  him.  He  will  still  let  the  storms 
of  life  blow  on  his  people,  till  they  call  upon 
him.  Then  let  the  stormy  Avind  and  tem- 
pest from  which  I  would  make  haste  to  es- 
cape, but  drive  me  to  the  Saviour ;  and  the 
keener  and  colder  it  blows,  the  nearer  and 
nearer  may  it  draw  me  to  my  hiding  place, 
when,  like  the  favored  disciple,  I  can  lean  a 
weary  head  and  trembling  heart  on  the 
bosom  of  Him,  who  having  loved  his  own, 
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which  were  in  the  world,  loved  them  unto 
the  end,  then  sweetly  recumbent  on  ever- 
lasting love,  I  shall  look  back  and  know 
that  the  language  of  love  and  grace  was 
from  first  to  last, —  ^  Fear  not.' 

*Ye  fearful  souls  fresh  courage  take, 

The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  full  of  mercy,  and  shall  break 

Iji  blessings  on  your  head.' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  GUIDE. 


*MY     SHEEP     HEAR    MY    VOICE,    AND    I    KNOW    THEM,    AND 
THEY    FOLLOW    ME.' Johu  X,  27. 


Am  I  among  the  sheep  of  the  Redeemer's 
pasture,  and  the  people  of  his  hand?  Un- 
belief would  tell  me  I  am  not  of  this  fold ; 
but  he  has  said, —  ^I  know  my  sheep  and 
am  known  of  mine  ; '  and  cannot  I  rejoice 
in  this  double  knowledge?  My  Saviour 
knows  me ;  he  knows  my  wanderings,  my 
weakness,  my  ignorance ;  I  know  him,  as 

my  Redeemer  to  save,  my  Shepherd  to  re- 
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claim,  my  strength  to  uphold,  my  wisdom 
to  instruct,  my  friend  to  console.  Then  let 
me  hear  his  voice,  and  not  be  afraid  with 
any  amazement,  at  the  sore  trials  and  heavy 
afflictions  wherewith  he  tries  me.  Hath 
not  that  voice  forewarned  us,  how,  through 
much  tribulation,  we  must  enter  the  king- 
dom of  God  ?  Hath  it  not  said, — '  In  the 
world  ye  shall  have  tribulation  ? '  I  will 
correct  thee,  and  will  not  let  thee  go  wholly 
unpunished.  ^  I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my 
Father  is  the  husbandman :  every  branch  in 
me  that  beareth  not  fruit,  he  taketh  away  ; 
and  every  branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  pur- 
geth  it,  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.' 

Blessed  Saviour,  teach  me,  O  teach  me  to 
rejoice  in  this  saying !  first  teach  me  to  be^ 
lieve  that  I  am  engrafted  into  the  true  vine ; 
that  I  am  ^  in  Christ ; '  and  then,  as  a  branch 
in  thee,  teach  me  to  believe,  that  if  I  had 


THE    believer's    GUIDE.  35 

not  been  bearing  some  fruit  I  had  been  taken 
away  from  thee,  my  root,  my  stem,  in  whom 
I  live ;  separated  from  whom  I  should  be 
cast  forth,  a  useless,  withered  thing  ;  abiding 
in  whom  alone  I  can  be  supported  and  sus- 
tained ;  taken  away  from  Thee^  my  hope 
and  my  portion  forever.  O  cause  me  to 
trust  that  because  I  bore  some  fruit,  though 
scant  the  measure  and  mean  the  quality, 
I  am  now  in  the  husbandman's  hands,  to  feel 
the  pruning  knife  lay  around  me  many  fair 
and  pleasant  shoots,  in  which  I  delighted, 
but  which  he  saw  were  injurious  to  my 
growth ;  to  be  wounded  and  made  bare  in 
the  earth,  that  I  might  have  my  fruit  unto 
holiness,  and  the  end  everlasting  life ;  that 
being  thus  purified,  I  might  bring  forth 
^  more  fruit '—  the  fruit  of  present  patience 
and  meekness- — of  love   to  thy  righteous 

will,  and  thankful  acceptance  of  thy  wise 
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dispensations  —  the  fruit  of  future  holiness 
in  hfe,  or  peace  in  death  —  of  devotion  to 
thee  on  earth,  or  praise  to  thee  in  Heaven. 
I  am  one  of  thy  sheep.  I  would  believe  it, 
for  thou  hast  guided  me  all  my  life  long  ; 
thou  hast  sought  me  in  the  wilderness,  and 
borne  me  back  through  many  a  thorny  path 
and  weary  toilsome  way,  to  the  fold  from 
whence  I  strayed.  I  am  one  of  them,  for 
I  have  heard  thy  voice ;  often  has  it  said  to 
me, —  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  ;  be  not 
dismayed,  for  I  am  thy  Saviour;  thou 
knowest  me,  knowest  me  altogether  j  I  need 
not  declare  to  thee  what  I  am  —  how  weak, 
how  sinful,  how  sorrowing,  how  fearful. 
Thou  knowest  me ;  I  am  to  follow  thee  ; 
this  is  my  one  simple  business  now,  to 
follow  thee,  who  trod  the  paths  of  all  mortal 
woe ;  to  follow  thee,  who,  having  seen  af- 
fliction by  the  will  of  the  Father,  has  caused 
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me  to  see  it  through  his  care,  and  through 
his  love  :  to  follow  thee  through  sorrow 
and  suffering,  reproach  and  calumny,  deser- 
tion and  distress :  to  follow  thee  in  thy 
meekness  and  love  —  in  thy  silence  and 
patience  —  in  thy  endurance  of  evil  speak- 
ing—  in  thy  love  to  thy  persecutors  and 
slanderers :  to  follow  thee  in  thy  precious 
death  and  burial  —  thy  glorious  resurrection 
and  ascension :  to  follow  thee  above  the 
cloud  that  received  thee  out  of  mortal  sight : 
to  follow  thee  to  the  throne  of  glory  —  to 
the  mansions  thou  hast  prepared  for  them 
that  love  thee. 

'  That  death  which  from  sin  and  from  pain 

Shall  set  me  eternally  free, 
Will  but  strengthen  and  rivet  the  chain 

That  binds  me,  my  Saviour,  to  thee.' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  DELIVERANCE. 


'AND  THESE  THREE  MEN,  SHADRACH,  MESHACH,  AND 
ABEDNEGO,  FELL  DOWN  BOUND  INTO  THE  MIDST  OF 

THE  BURNING  FIERY   FURNACE.' — Daniel  lU  :  23. 


^Nebuchadnezzar  spake  and  said:  Did 
we  not  cast  three  men,  bound,  into  the  fire, 
and  lo !  I  see  four  men  loose,  walking  in  the 
midst  of  the  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt, 
and  the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son 
of  God  ?  And  they  came  forth  out  of  the 
fire ;  upon  their  bodies  it  had  had  no  power, 
neither  had  the  smell  of  fire  passed  upon 
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them.  There  was  one  difference,  and  but 
one  —  they  were  cast  down  bound,  they 
came  forth  loose :  the  fire  kindled  upon  them 
just  to  consume  their  bonds;  the  malice 
of  their  enemies  procured  them  the  presence 
of  their  God ;  the  flame  of  the  fire  delivered 
them  from  their  chains.'  A  more  imperious 
tyrant,  and  more  full  of  fury  than  Babylon's 
monarch  had  bound  this  soul  of  mine,  and 
commanded  it  to  worship  the  golden  images 
which  he  had  set  up  —  the  images  of  the 
earth  —  the  golden  images  of  the  world's 
pomps  and  vanities  ;  and  being  fast  tied  and 
bound  with  the  chain  of  its  sins,  it  yielded, 
and  would  have  continued  to  yield,  a  ready 
homage  to  the  idols  which  it  served.  But 
a  furnace  was  prepared,  and  I  was  cast  down 
bound  into  it.  If  it  was  heated  seven  times 
more  than  it  was  wont  to  be,  the  chains  that 
that  bound  me  may  have  been  seven  times 
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stronger,  and  may  the  Son  sent  by  Divine 
Love,  have  been  with  me  in  the  furnace. 
Mighty  men  —  the  mighty  men  who  are  in 
the  service  of  the  prince  of  this  world,  may 
have  bound  my  soul ;  but  let  one  that  is 
mightier  come  and  loose  me,  and  let  me 
go  free. 

The  furnace  that  of  old  was  heated  on 
the  plains  of  Dura,  though  exceedingly  hot, 
was  only  just  suffered  to  give  the  saints 
liberty  to  walk  with  the  Son  of  God.  Then 
came  upon  them  the  blessing  which  David 
desired, — ^  I  will  walk  at  liberty,  because 
I  seek  thy  precepts.'  They  fell  down  bound, 
they  walked  forth  free ;  for  He  was  with 
them,  whose  office  it  is  to  bring  forth  those 
who  are  bound  with  them.  ^  The  hairs 
of  their  heads  were  all  numbered' — not  one 
of  them  was  singed.  Their  coats  were 
unchanged ;  their  profession  was  unaltered ; 
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only  the  bonds  which  would  have  prevented 
their  being  seen  to  walk  with  God,  were 
consumed  in  the  fiery  heat  wherewith  they 
were  tried.  They  had  no  taint  and  no 
hurt ;  the  smell  of  fire  had  not  passed  upon 
them;  they  came  forth  safe,  and  pure,  and 
free  :  commandment  had  been  given  to  save 
them,  and  who  could  separate  them  from 
the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord.  The  flame  of  the  furnace  could 
not,  for  He  was  with  them  in  it.  The 
power  of  the  enemy  could  not ;  for  when 
he  had  done  all  that  was  permitted  him  to 
do,  then  came  the  promised  deliverer  of  his 
people,  fulfilling  his  own  word —  ^  Now  will 
I  break  his  yoke  from  ofl*  thee,  and  will 
burst  thy  bonds  in  sunder.' — Nahum  1  :  13. 
The  God  of  Shadrach,  Meshech,  and  Abed- 
nego,  is  my  God.  If  I  had  faith  to  hearken, 
I  might  hear  him  say  to  my  soul,  as  the 
proud  king  madly  said  to  them,—- '  Who  is 
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able  to  deliver  thee  out  of  my  hand  ? '    None, 

0  my  God  —  thy  power  only  is  Almighty  : 

1  know  that  none  is  able  to  pluck  me  thence  ; 
thou  wilt  not  let  me  remove  myself ;  hide 
me  in  the  hollow  of  thy  hand ;  and  if  that 
hand  guide  me  through  the  waters,  they 
shall  not  overflow  me ;  and  if  it  lead  me 
through  the  fire,  it  shall  not  kindle  upon 
me.  Then  shall  all  men  —  friends  or  ene- 
mies —  if  I  have  such  —  take  knowledge 
of  me  that  I  am  of  the  redeemed  of  Christ's.' 
Lord,  thy  promises,  thy  character,  thy  deal- 
ings, are  immutable ;  from  age  to  age,  and 
from  generation  to  generation,  they  are  the 
same.  Let  it  be  in  this  thy  feeble  servant's 
case  as  it  was  with  thy  faithful  people  of 
old.  Let  the  furnace  of  afiliction  consume 
the  bonds  which  enchained  this  soul,  whether 
it  were  sin  or  Satan,  the  afiiictions  of  earth 
or  the  pleasures  and  pursuits  of  the  world, 
had  tied  them.     Let  me  be  willing  to  have 
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them  loosed,  even  though  as  by  fire.  Le 
me  not  complain  should  the  furnace  be 
heated  seven  times  more  than  it  was  wont  ; 
if  its  purpose  be  to  break  a  seven  fold  chain  ; 
and  give  me  liberty  to  walk  with  thee, 
if  thou  art  with  me  in  it,  to  raise  up  the 
fallen,  to  free  the  bound,  to  temper  the 
flame,  to  direct  its  work,  and  to  bid  me 
when  that  is  done  to  come  forth,  and  come 
unto  thee ;  and  when  I  am  thus  called  forth 
out  of  the  midst  thereof,  may  I  be  able 
then,  if  not  until  then,  to  see,  that  through 
the  '  spirit  of  judgment  and  the  spirit  of 
burning,'  my  soul  was  delivered  from  its  bon- 
dage, and  commandment  given  and  power 
given,  that  henceforth  it  should  not  worship 
nor  serve  any  God  except  its  own  God. 

'  Is  there  a  thing  beneath  the  sun, 
That  strives  with  thee,  my  heart,  to  share  ? 
Ah  !  tear  it  thence,  and  reign  alone, 
The  lord  of  every  motion  there.' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  REFUGE. 


'  COME,  MY  PEOPLE,  ENTER  THOU  INTO  THY  CHAMBERS 
AND  SHUT  THY  DOORS  ABOUT  THEE  I  HIDE  THYSELF 
AS     IT     WERE     FOR     A     LITTLE     MOMENT,     UNTIL     THE 

INDIGNATION  BE   OVERPAST.' — Isaiah,  Xxvi :  20. 


Blessed  invitation !  my  soul  would  obey 
it  more  gladly  than  the  patriarch  obeyed  the 
voice  that  invited  him  to  a  shelter  from  the 
impending  deluge.  The  Lord  said  unto 
Noah, — '  Come  thou  and  all  thy  house  into 
the  ark.'  He  says  to  me, — ^Come,  my 
people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,'  the 
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chambers  of  refuge  provided  for  thee  by 
Hhn  who  would  have  his  people  to  dwell  in 
quiet  habitations  and  sure  resting-places,  so 
that  ^  when  the  blast  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as 
a  storm  against  the  wall/  their  foundation 
should  still  stand  sure,  having  this  seal. 
<The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  his.' 
^  Happy  art  thou,  O  Israel !  Who  is  like 
unto  thee,  O  people  saved  by  the  Lord  ?  The 
eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath 
are  the  everlasting  arms.'  The  chambers 
of  his  love  are  open  to  receive  them,  and 
the  arms  of  his  everlasting  mercy  shall  be 
as  the  doors  that  enclose  them  in.  Let 
them  not  stand  open  unto  me  in  vain !  — 
Draw  me,  O  Lord,  and  so  will  I  run  after 
thee.  Into  the  chambers  of  thy  Almighty 
love  my  soul  would  enter  !  Do  thou  enclose 
me  there  !  There  may  I  hide  myself  until 
this  indignation  be  overpast!     There  may 
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I  hide  myself,  as  it  were,  for  the  little  mo- 
ment of  this  troubled  life  ! 

A  righteous  God's  displeasure  against  sin 
is  manifested  in  all  suffering :  the  effects 
of  that  displeasure  even  his  own  people 
must  feel ;  for,  as  Christ  bore  their  griefs 
and  carried  their  sorrows,  though  by  ^his 
stripes  they  are  healed,'  they  too  are  chas- 
tened that  they  may  be  made  ^  partakers  of 
his  holiness,'  Teach  me.  Lord,  to  believe 
that  this  great  end  is  the  purpose  of  my 
sufferings  —  that  I  may  be  a  partaker  of  his 
holiness,  that  the  wonderful  command  may 
be  in  the  progress  of  fulfilment, — ^Be  ye 
holy,  even  as  he  is  holy.'  And  while  this  is 
being  accomplished  —  while  the  refiner  and 
purifier  of  silver  sits  waiting  to  see  his 
image  formed  and  reflected  even  in  an 
earthen  vessel,  he  will  hide  me  secretly  as 
in  a  pavilion  —  even  in  the  secret  of  his  own 


tt 
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presence  —  from  the  strife  which  sin  wages 
in  a  sorely  troubled  breast.  Is  there  a  pain^ 
a  sorrow,  or  a  trial,  which  an  appropriating 
sense  of  the  love  that  is  stronger  than  death 
cannot  mitigate?  Will  it  not  soothe  the 
pang  of  disappointment,  and  bind  up,  if  it 
does  not  heal,  the  wounds  of  sorrow  and 
remorse  —  the  sting  of  embittered  feeling  ? 
Will  it  not  cause  the  mind's  desert  to  rejoice 
and  blossom  as  the  rose,  though  every  flower 
of  nature's  cherishing  may  have  withered 
there  ?  Let  me  hear  the  spirit's  voice,  saying 
to  my  heart, —  I  have  loved  thee  with  an 
everlasting  love,  therefore  with  loving  kind- 
ness have  I  drawn  thee  —  drawn  thee  even 
through  the  deep  and  bitter  waters  of  afflic- 
tion, even  to  the  very  swellings  of  Jordan  — 
to  bring  thee  out  ^  into  a  wealthy  place' — to 
make  thee  a  partaker  of  my  holiness  here, 
and  fit  thee  to  be  a  partaker  hereafter   of 
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joys  which  '  eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heard.' 
And  while  these  waters  prevail  and  in- 
crease greatly  —  while  my  trembling  soul 
demands  what  it  shall  do  in  the  swellings 
of  Jordan,  to  the  chambers  of  thy  love 
let  it  flee,  as  the  frightened  dove  to  the  ark 
of  safety,  and  do  thou  extend  thy  hand  of 
mercy,  and  draw  me,  and  shut  me  in. 

*  Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul, 

Let  me  to  thy  bosom  fly, 
While  the  billows  near  me  roll, 

W^hile  the  tempest  still  is  high  ! 
Hide  me,  Oh  my  Saviour!  hide  — 

Till  the  storm  of  life  is  past. 
Safe  into  the  haven  guide  — 

Oh,  receive  my  soul  at  last ! ' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  PORTION. 


'the  lord  is  my  portion  saith  my  soul,  therefore 
WILL  I  HOPE  IN  HIM.' — Lam.  Hi :  24. 


My  portion — my  portion  forever,  then  all 
is  mine,  whether  life,  or  death,  or  things  pres- 
ent, or  things  to  come,  all  are  mine  :  all  that 
I  want  in  time,  all  that  I  desire  for  eternity  ; 
for  this  God  is  my  God  forever  and  ever.  My 
soul,  hast  thou  ever  truly  said  this  ?  then  en- 
ter into  all  the  blessedness  thou  didst  speak  of. 
Is  the  God  in  whose  hand  are  all  the  issues 

of  life  and  death — the  God  of  all  consolation, 

6 
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thy  God  ?  Is  the  Lord  thy  portion  ?  Then 
what  matters  it  if  thy  portion  from  earth, 
sin-stricken,  sorrowful  earth,  be  labor  and 
grief,  be  sickness  and  loneliness,  reproach  and 
wrong,  oppression  and  contumely,  care  and 
disappointment,  poverty  and  trial  ?  Rejoice 
and  be  exceedingly  glad  ;  if  the  Lord  is  thy 
portion  great  is  thy  reward  in  heaven,  all  is 
still  thine,  thy  portion  no  man  taketh  from 
thee,  and  with  thy  joy  no  stranger  meddleth. 
In  that  portion  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  of  grace  and  truth, 
of  love  and  power ;  treasures  of  which  the 
human  understanding  cannot  calculate  the 
amount,  though  they  are  in  some  degree  re- 
vealed unto  us  by  his  spirit ;  treasures  which 
while  seeking  goodly  pearls  among  the  rub- 
bish of  earth,  were  passed  by  unheedingly, 
until  all  that  looked  high  and  fair  was  mov- 
ed out  of  thy  way,  and  the  ^  one  pearl  of  great 
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price'  was  made  manifestj  for  which  thou 
wast  to  forsake  all.  Once  that  awful  state 
was  thine  which  is  the  lot  ofthose  who  have 
their  portion  in  this  life  ;  and,  well  pleased 
therewith,  thou  didst  seek  no  higher  good  and 
desired  no  better  portion  ;  —  thy  birth-right 
thou  would'nt  have  parted  with  '  for  a  mess 
of  pottage' ;  but  the  God  in  whose  hand  thy 
ways  are,  and  whom  thou  hadst  not  glorified, 
found  thee  wandering  in  the  wilderness, 
'seeking  rest  and  finding  none,'  'feeding  upon 
husks,'  while  in  thy  Father's  house  there  was 
'bread  enough  and  to  spare, 'drawing  from  a 
'broken  cistern'  while  'the  fountains  of  living 
water'  were  forsaken.  A  deceived  heart  had 
turned  thee  aside,  and  thou  didst  seek  to  de- 
rive from  earth  that  which  heaven  alone  could 
yield,  and  wished  to  bestow  on  the  creature 
that  which  the  Creator  waited  to  receive. 
He,who  'will  not  give  his  glory  to  another,' 
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nor  his  worship  to  the  works  of  his  hands, 
looked  upon  thee  as  he  did  once  on  Eph- 
raim,  when  he  said  concerning  him,  ^Ephraim 
shall  say — What  have  I  any  more  to  do  with 
idols  ? '  Therefore  he  followed  thee  with 
stroke  after  stroke,  still  pleading,  ^my  son 
give  me  thine  heart;'  and  the  supplies  of  earth 
were  made  to  fail,  and  the  streams  of  earth 
were  caused  to  dry  up,  that  the  Lord  might 
be  revealed  as  ^the  portion  of  my  inherit- 
ance and  my  cup,'  that  I  might  find  in  him 
all  that  my  sinful  heart  did  not  seek,  and  all 
that  my  immortal  spirit  required. 

Of  what  value  were  now  the  treasures  of 
earth  ?  Even  human  love,  blessed  and  sooth- 
ing as  it  is,  could  not  profit  nor  deliver.  World- 
ly persons  were  a  mockery,  and  worldly  treas- 
ures worthless  ;  yea,  to  be  laid  in  the  balance 
against  my  requirements,they  were  ^altogeth- 
er lighter  than  vanity'  itself.   The  Lord  alone 
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is  a  ^refuge  in  time  of  trouble,'  a  fortress  in 
affliction,  a  shadow  from  the  heat  of  pros- 
perity, a  shelter  from  the  storms  of  adversity. 
He  is  ^  El  shaddai, '  God  all  sufficient.  He 
alone  would  be  the  portion  of  his  people,  for 
he  alone  could  be  an  all  sufficient  portion. 
He  knew  the  weakness  of  this  earthly  heart. 
He  knew  it  would  not  turn  to  him,  while  it 
had  aught  else  to  turn  and  cling  to.  While 
my  cup  ran  over  with  the  pleasant  things  of 
earth,  it  would  not  desire  to  taste  of  the  riv- 
ers of  pleasure  which  flow  forth  from  the 
throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  ;  and,  therefore, 
he  dried  up  the  cistern,  that  I  might  look  for 
the  fountain,  and  withered  the  gourd  which 
come  up  in  a  night  and  perished  in  a  night, 
that  I  might  abide  in  the  true  vine,  and  rest 
beneath  the  shadow  of  the  tree  of  life,  whose 
unfading  leaves  are  for  '  the  healing  of  the 
nation.'     He  knew,  that  until  the  portion  of 
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goodsj  in  which  I  would  have  rioted  in  a  ^  far 
country/  were  exhausted,  I  would  not  cast 
a  longing  look  towards  my  Father's  house, 
where  a  table  was  prepared  for  me,  and  from 
whence  my  cup  would  be  caused  to  run  over  ; 
and,  that  while  the  frailty  and  feebleness  of 
creature  love  afforded  me  a  reed  to  rest  on, 
I  would  not  lean  on  the  arm  of  everlasting 
strength.  Therefore  the  reed  was  made  to 
pierce  the  hand  that  leaned  on  it,  and  the  cis- 
tern was  dashed  in  pieces  before  me,  and  the 
goods,  wherein  I  trusted,  were  wasted  away; 
and,  like  Micah,  when  he  responded  to  the 
children  of  Dan,  I  was  ready  to  say,  ^ye  have 
taken  away  my  gods  and  what  have  I  more  ?' 
or,  like  Jonah,  thought  1  did  well  to  be  angry,' 
until  I  came  to  myself,  and  said,  '  I  will  arise 
and  go  to  my  father,'  for  ^he  bringeth  low 
and  raiseth  up',  and  his  bands  make  whole. 
And  when  my  ungrateful  heart  tkus  turn- 
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ed  to  its  Godj  crying  in  its  anguish,  ^  whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  Thee  and  there  is  none 
on  earth  I  desire  beside  Thee.'  He  did  not 
cast  out  my  prayer,  nor  hide  his  mercy 
from  me  :  the  offering  that  had  been  vainly 
made  to  earth  was  not  rejected  in  heaven, 
but  he  took  my  poor  wounded  heart,  just  as 
it  was,  and  said  to  me  in  return,  as  to  faithful 
Abraham,  ^  I  am  thy  shield  and  thy  exceed- 
ing great  reward.'  Now,  then,  'O  Lord,  Thou 
art  the  portion  of  my  soul ' :  therefore  will  I 
hope  in  Thee  :  leave  me  not,  neither  forsake 
me: Thou  art  all  my  salvation:  be  Thou  all  my 
desire  :  I  will  now  hope  in  Thee.  I  have, Thou 
knowest,  hoped  in  many  things,  and  they  be- 
trayed and  deceived  and  disappointed  and 
grieved  me.  In  all  other  hopes  there  was  a 
worm  in  the  bud  of  the  opening  flower,  which 
secretly  gnawed  away  the  blossom,  and  shew- 
ed me  unsightliness,  where  I  looked  for  beau- 
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ty ;  and  a  taint,  where  I  expected  sweetness. 
But  now  Lord  what  wait  I  for  ?  Truly  my 
hope  is  even  in  Thee,  and  from  Thee  I  shall 
never  be  disappointed.  Thou  wilt  never 
fail  them  that  seek  Thee :  with  Thee  there 
is  ^no  variableness  neither  shadow  of  turning.' 
Be  Thou  the  portion  of  my  soul,  and  my 
hope  shall  not  perish  from  the  Lord :  — 

*  Saviour  of  the  sin-sick  soul, — 
Healer  of  the  broken  heart,— 

Come  and  every  grief  control  ; 
Then  if  mine  indeed  thou  art, 

Bid  me  thus  no  longer  pine, 

All  is  mine,  if  I  am  thine,' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  HOPE. 


'  O  MY  GOD,  MY  SOUL  IS  CAST  DOWN  WITHIN  ME  :  THERE- 
FORE WILL  I  REMEMBER  THEE  FROM  THE  LAND  OF 
JORDAN,  AND  OF  THE  HERMONITES,  FROM  THE  HILL 
MIZAR  (or  the  LITTLE  HILL.)  DEEP  CALLETH  UNTO 
DEEP  AT  THE  NOISE  OF  THY  W^ATER  SPOUTS  :  ALL 
THY  WAVES  AND  THY  BILLOWS  ARE  GONE  OVER  ME. 
YET  THE  LORD  WILL  COMMAND  HIS  LOVING  KINDNESS 
IN  THE  DAY  TIME,  AND  IN  THE  NIGHT  HIS  SONG  SHALL 
BE  WITH    ME,  AND   MY    PRAYER    UNTO    THE  GOD    OF  MY 

LIFE.' — Ps.xlii:  6 — 8. 


When  men  oppressed,  when  friends  be- 
trayed, when  sin  assaulted,  and  nature  failed, 
^hope  then  in  God,'  was  still  the  word  that 
faith  addressed  to  the  sinking  soul  of  him 
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whose  sweet  songs  of  praise  and  complaint 
form  a  precious  part  of  the  heritage  bequeath- 
ed to  the  church  militant  and  its  afflicted 
members,  by  the  Prophets  who  have  gone 
before,  leaving  us  an  example  of  suffering, 
affliction  and  patience.  ^  From  the  land  of 
Jordan,  and  of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill 
Mizarjthe  little  hill  which  afforded  him  a  view 
of  the  land  he  loved,  of  Jerusalem,  the  city 
of  his  solemnities,  David,  when  his  soul  was 
cast  down  within  him,  remembered  his  God ; 
he  thought  upon  him,  and  was  comforted. 
A  stranger,  an  exile  in  the  land  beyond  Jor- 
dan, driven  from  his  throne,  his  home  and 
the  services  of  God, — forsaken  by  the  nearest, 
betrayed  by  the  most  trusted  of  his  friends, 
he  remembered  his  God,  the  character  of 
that  God,  who  had  said,  he  would  not  fail 
David ;  —  he  remembered,  that  tho'  the  ^spar- 
row had  found  her  an  house  and  the  swallow 
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a  nest '  within  the  altars,  for  which  he  pined, 
yet  he  should  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
forever; — that  though  he  who  had  eaten  bread 
with  him  had  lifted  up  his  heel  against  him, 
though  an  unnatural  Absalom  had  opposed, 
and  a  faithless  Ahitophel  had  betrayed,  '  the 
Lord  never  left  nor  forsook  those  that  trust- 
ed in  him.'  In  the  noise  of  mighty  waters, 
with  which  that  dreary  land  abounded,  he 
heard,  as  it  were,  one  messenger  of  evil  tid- 
ings after  another,  calling  to  him  and  adding 
affliction  to  affliction — ^Deep  calleth  unto 
deep,  he  says  —  so  as  one  wave  is  passing  it 
seems  to  say,  '  behold  another  wave  cometh 
quickly  ; '  yet  what  more  can  be  added,  ^  all 
thy  waves  and  thy  billows  are  gone  over  me.' 
But  when  the  melancholly  sound  of  deep 
responding  to  deep,  and  the  rushing  of  the 
water  spouts,  conveyed  to  his  distressed  mind 
the  images   of  its  overwhelmed  condition, 
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even  then  his  foot  was  surely  on  that  Rock, 
higher  than  himself,  higher  than  the  wave 
and  billows,  that  poured  around  him  and 
others,  as  they  broke  successively  over  his 
head,  he  was  able,  as  formerly  in  the  cave 
of  Adullam,  to  encourage  himself  in  the  Lord, 
^  hope  then  in  God  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him,' 
even  if,  at  present,  my  voice  is  lost  in  the 
noise  of  many  waters  ;  for  his  presence  is  sal- 
vation ;  if  he  is  with  me  in  the  waters  they 
may  roar  but  they  shall  not  prevail ;  yea.  He 
that  sitteth  above  the  floods  is  mightier. 

Thus  amid  the  tumult  of  the  deep,  in  the 
dreary  land  beyond  Jordan,  while  an  exile 
from  the  Mount  Zion,  which  he  loved,  and 
bearing  the  punishment  of  his  sin  in  the  ful- 
filment of  the  decree,  that  ^  the  sword  should 
not  depart  from  his  house  forever,'  betrayed 
by  his  friend,  his  own  familiar  friend, in  whom 
he  trusted,  persecuted  by  his  child,  reproach- 
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ed  for  his  religion,  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel 
once  again  takes  his  harp  from  the  willows, 
and  its  cheering,  though  still  plaintive,  notes 
are  heard  rising  softly  above  the  waves  and 
billows,  which  he  complains  are  gone  over 
him,  '  Yet  the  Lord  will  command  his  loving 
kindness  in  the  day  time,  and  in  the  night 
his  song  shall  be  Avith  me,  and  my  prayer 
unto  the  God  of  my  life.  '  Blessed  language 
of  holy  confidence  will  command  —  already 
do  the  clouds  begin  to  break,  already  is  the 
morning  spread  upon  the  mountains,  the  day 
time  will  come  on,  the  bright,  the  blessed 
day  time  of  the  Lord's  loving  kindness,  when 
he  shall  cause  his  face  to  shine  upon  his 
servant,  when  he  shall  lift  up  upon  him  the 
light  of  his  countenace,  and  give  him  peace. 
He  hath  given  commandment  to  save  me, 
the  Lord  thy  God  shall  turn  my  darkness 
into  light ;  I  shall  yet  praise  him,  therefore 
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I  will  now  hope  in  him,  in  the  night  time 
of  his  heavy  and  sore  displeasure  his  song 
shall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  mito  the 
God  of  my  life  ;  yea,  I  will  bless  the  Lord  at 
all  times  :  his  praise  shall  be  continually  in 
my  mouth :  though  he  hath  laid  me  in  dark- 
ness, and  in  the  deep,  though  he  hath  tried 
me  with  all  his  storms,  yet  he  is  my  hiding 
place  ;  he  shall  compass  me  about  with  songs 
of  Deliverance.  Is  there  no  ^hill  Mizar,'  no 
little  hill  of  faith  and  hope,  which  I  may  in 
spirit  ascend,  and  remember  my  God  and  be 
comforted; — from  which  I  may  look  above  all 
the  circumstances  of  my  lot,  above  earth  and 

the  things  of  earth,  to  ^  Jerusalem  my  happy 
home,' 

'  Where  my  best  friends,  my  kindred  dwell, 
Where  Christ,  my  Saviour,  reigns  ? ' 

O,  that  the  cherubim  and  seraphim  would 
raise  up  the  soul,  which  is  cast  down  within 
me,  and  set  it  even  on  that  mount  of  God's 
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eternal  love,  whereon  they  abide  continually. 

Surely,  I  could  enter  into  all  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  experience  of  the  saints  of  old, 
who  were  in  all  points  tried  as  we  are,  men 
of  the  like  passions,  being  compassed  with 
the  same  infirmities,  who  '  in  weakness  were 
made  strong ; '  had  I  faith,  I  might  say,  with 
Job,  '  Though  He  slay  me  yet  will  I  trust 
in  him,'  or  feel,  with  David,  ^  Though  all  his 
waves  and  billows  had  gone  over  me,  the 
Lord  would  yet  command  his  loving  kind- 
ness in  the  day  time,  and  in  the  night,  his 
song  should  be  with  me.'  It  is  now  the 
night  time  of  my  soul,  but  it  is  the  Lord's 
prerogative,  to  ^  give  songs  in  the  night.' 

Come,  then,  my  fainting  spirits,  and  let  us 
reason  together  ;  ^  why  art  thou  thus  cast 
down.  Oh  my  soul,  and  why  art  thou  dis- 
quieted within  me  V  True,  fightings  are  with- 
out and  fears  within,  and  there  is  enough 
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around  thee,  and  within  thee,  to  cast  down 
and  disquiet,  and  the  question  seems  unne- 
cessary, whilst  thou  canst  look  around  and 
fearfully  say,  '  all  these  things  are  against 
me,'  but  so  said  Jacob,  when  a^Z  things  were 
working  for  his  good,— when  Benjamin  was 
to  be  taken  away,  that  Joseph  and  Benjamin 
might  be  restored  to  him. 

When  David  thought  of  his  past  estate, — 
when  he  dwelt  on  the  reproaches  of  his  en- 
emies, and  contrasted  his  lonely  oppressed 
condition  with  his  former  happiness, — when 
he  had  gone  with  the  multitude  to  the  house 
of  God,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praise, — 
when  the  lines  were  fallen  unto  him  in 
pleasant  places,  and  he  had  not  known  that 
bitterness  of  spirit,  with  which,  in  the  feeling 
of  disappointed  love  and  betrayed  confidence, 
he  was  now  remembering  past  hardships  and 
complaining,  ^It    was    not  an   enemy  that 
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reproached  me,  then  I  could  have  borne  it  ; 
neither  was  it  he  that  hated  me,  that  magni- 
fied himself  against  me,  then  I  could  have 
hid  myself  from  him ;  but  it^was  thou  my 
companion,  my  guide,  and  my  own  familiar 
friend.'  O  wonderful  treachery  of  the  hu- 
man heart !  ^  we  had  even  taken  sweet  coun- 
sel together,  we  had  walked  to  the  house  of 
God  in  company.'  When  he  remembered 
these  things,  David  poured  out  his  soul  with- 
in him.  It  is  a  sweet  relief  to  pour  out  the 
wounded  heart  into  the  bosom  of  friendship  ; 
but  lover  and  friend  had  been  put  away  from 
him  —  like  many  others  he  poured  out  his 
soul  within  himself  and  its  bitterness  remain- 
ed ;  it  was  cast  down  disquieted ;  it  was  in 
vain  to  say,  why  art  thou  thus  ?  For  alas, 
like  her  who  was  bowed  down  by  the  spirit 
of  infirmity,  the  soul  that  is  thus  cast  down 

can   in  no  wise   raise   itself  up.     But   the 
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whisper  of  Faith  is  breathed,  ^Hope  thou 
in  God ; '  hope  now,  and  thou  shalt  praise 
hereafter,  and  faith  has  already  raised  her 
voice  from  earth,  and  the  afflicted  soul  in- 
stead of  being  poured  out  within  itself,  is 
poured  out  before  God.  I  will  show  him  my 
complaint.  ^  O  my  God,  my  soul  is  cast  down 
within  me,  therefore  will  I  remember  thee.' 
When  we  remember  ourselves,  when  we  re- 
member our  fellow  creatures,  we  may  be  cast 
down;  when  we  remember  our  God  we  must 
be  comforted.  David  could  ask, — ^  Where  are 
thy  loving  kindnesses,  which  have  been  seen 
of  old  ?'  but,  remembering  those  ^  days  of  old,' 
he  could  also  have  hopes  in  the  present  evil 
days,  he  could  know  that  the  Lord's  loving 
kindnesses  had  not  faded  forever  ;  they  were 
shut  up,  but  they  would  yet  be  ^  command- 
ed '  to  appear.  The  famine  was  sore  in  the 
land,  before  Jacob  heard  that  there  was  corn 
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in  Egypt ;  but  Joseph  did  not  keep  the  store- 
houses shut  longer  than  the  case  required. 
David  knew  that  the  great  treasure  house  of 
the  Lord's  loving  kindnesses  would  be  open- 
ed to  hinij  when  the  dearth  of  it  had  effected 
the  work  for  which  it  was  sent,  therefore  he 
encouraged  himself  in  the  Lord,  he  ^  waited 
patiently  for  Him,  who  hid  his  face  from  the 
house  of  Israel ; '  he  bade  his  soul,  ^  hope  in 
God  ; '  and  in  due  time  he  struck  again  his 
harp  of  praise,  and  sang  one  of  the  SAveet- 
est  songs  of  Zion,  ^  How  excellent  is  thy 
loving  kindness,  O  God ;  therefore  the  chil- 
dren of  men  put  their  trust  under  the  shadow 
of  thy  wings.  They  shall  be  abundantly 
satisfied  with  the  goodness  of  thy  house,  and 
thou  shalt  make  them  drink  of  the  wine  of 
thy  pleasure,  for  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of 
life,  and  in  thy  light  we  shall  see  light.  O 
continue  thy  loving  kindness  unto  such  as 
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know  theOj  and  thy  righteousness  unto  the 
upright  in  heart.' 

Lordj  if  thy  love  is  not  with  us  now,  at 
least  let  my  prayer  be  unto  the  God  of  my 
life,  let  us  now  hope  and  I  shall  yet  praise 
thee ;  what  thou  doest  I  know  not  now,  but 
I  shall  know  hereafter ;  for  ^  in  thy  light  shall 
I  see  light.' 

'  O  cast  away  thy  fears, 

Hope,  and  be  undismay'd; 
God  hears  thy  sighs  and  counts  thy  tears  : 

God  shall  lift  up  thy  head. 
Through  waves,  through  clouds  and  storms, 

He  gently  clears  thy  way ; 
Wait  thou  His  time  )  so  shall  the  night 

Soon  end  in  joyful  day.' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  COMEORT. 


'  WE     HAVE     NOT     AN      HIGH      PRIEST     WHO     CANNOT     BE 
TOUCHED    WITH    A    FEELING    OF    OUR    INFIRMITIES.' — 

Heb.  iv :  15. 


'  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness ! ' — 
Wonderful  the  mystery  of  redeeming  love ! 
^  Such  an  high  priest  became  us,  who  was 
holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from 
sinners,  and  made  higher  than  the  heavens.' 
Yet  such  an  high  priest  we  have,  who  can 
also  be  '  touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infir- 
mities.' The  Holy  sympathizes  with  the 
unholy.     The  undefiled  feel  for  those  who, 
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like  Job,  are  complaining,  that  their  own 
clothes  shall  abhor  them.  The  ^  separated 
from  sinners '  can  be  touched  with  the  infir- 
mities of  creatures,  '  whose  dwelling  is  in 
Meshech,  and  their  habitation  in  the  tents 
of  Kedar.'  It  is  only  by  a  participation 
in  thq  same  feelings,  the  same  sinfulness, 
the  same  sorrows,  the  same  weaknesses  and 
infirmities,  that  mankind  sympathize  one 
with  another ;  and  their  sympathy  is  still 
imperfect.  Herein,  O  my  Saviour !  have  I 
strong  consolation  —  I  have  ^  such  an  high 
priest.'  Thou  art  made  higher  than  the 
heavens,  therefore  thou  art  mighty  to  save. 
Thou  wast  made  '  lower  than  the  angels,' 
therefore  thou  art  able  to  feel.  Thou  wast 
the  ^  man  of  sorrows,  acquainted  with  grief,' 
whose  ^  visage  was  marred  more  than  any 
man,  and  thy  form  than  the  sons  of  men.' 
Thou  art  one  in  spirit  with  the  Father :  all 
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power  is  given  thee,  to  deliver  and  to  up- 
hold. Thou  art  one  with  us  —  made  in  the 
likeness  of  sinful  flesh.  There  is  with  thee 
more  than  all  the  sympathies  of  humanity. 
The  dearest  and  tenderest  of  all  human 
friends  could  not  feel  my  infirmities  as  thou 
dost!  With  thee  is  perfect  knowledgCj 
therefore  with  thee  is  perfect  sympathy. 
Our  fellow  creatures  know  but  in  part, 
therefore  they  can  feel  but  in  part.  'No 
man  knoweth  the  things  of  a  man,  save  the 
spirit  of  man  that  is  in  him.'  No  one  can 
enter  the  secret  heart  of  another,  and  be- 
come acquainted  with  all  his  motives,  and 
comprehend  all  his  temptations,  and  under- 
stand all  his  feelings,  and  discern  all  his 
weaknesses.  Even  the  high  rank  which 
we  may  occupy  in  the  estimation  of  our 
friends  and  acquaintances,  may,  and  often 
does,  deprive  us  of  their  sympathies.     Be- 
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holdj  say  they,  as  was  said  to  Job, — '  Thou 
has  instructed  many:  thou  hast  strength- 
ened the  weak  hands :  thy  words  have 
upholden  him  that  was  falHng :  but  now  it 
has  come  upon  thee  and  thou  faintest  —  it 
toucheth  thee  and  thou  art  troubled.' 

When  our  complaint  is  to  man  our  spirit 
must  often  be  troubled.  When  we  can  pour 
out  our  hearts  to  God,  we  find  he  is  a  refuge 
for  us.  Dear  is  the  hand  of  Christian  love, 
that  dries  our  starting  tears ;  and  sweet  the 
voice  of  Christian  love,  that  breathes  on  our 
ear  the  balmy  words  of  comfort ;  but  the 
pilgrim  cannot  always  find,  in  the  wilderness, 
the  plants  which  sweeten  its  bitter  waters. 
Human  love  may  fail  us,  or  it  may  never  be 
ours.  Creature  blessings  may  be  removed, 
or  we  may  never  have  known  them.  Like 
David,  and  like  one  greater  than  David,  we 
may  have  to  complain  that  lover  and  friend 
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have  been  put  away  from  us,  and  our  ac- 
quaintance, out  of  our  sight ;  but  there  is 
still  one  made  an  high  priest  for  ever,  who 
^  abideth  continually/  without  beginning  of 
days  or  end  of  years,  who  is  with  his  people 
'  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  :'  to 
him,  when  our  fellow  creatures,  (themselves 
encompassed  with  the  like  infirmities)  mis- 
judge, misrepresent,  misunderstand  us  —  to 
him  may  we  turn,  and  find  that  he,  and  he 
alone,  can  be  fully  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  Infirmities  ;  for  he,  and  he  alone,  fully 
knows  those  infirmities,  and  he  alone  in 
some  cases  will  not  marvel  that  we  feel 
these  infirmities  —  that  we  have  sunk  under 
them  —  that  we  need  help  under  them ;  and 
he  knoweth  our  frame,  that  we  are  dust. 
Saviour,  thou  knowest  how  sinful  I  am  — 
how  weak,  how  ignorant :  thou  knowest 
that   whatever   my    fellow   creatures    may 
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think  of  me,  or  expect  from  me,  in  me 
dwelleth  no  good  thing  —  in  thee  alone  is 
my  help  fomid,  and  if  thou  didst  not  help 
my  infirmities  I  could  never  stand  upright. 
Let  me  rejoice  in  this,  that  I  am  known 
of  thee,  by  whoever  else  I  am  unknown. 
Enable  me  at  all  times  to  turn  to  thee,  in 
the  confidence  of  sincere  belief,  though  it 
may  be  also  in  the  humility  of  deep  peni- 
tence, and  amid  the  sighing  of  a  contrite 
heart,  to  cry  —  Lord  thou  knowest  all 
things,  all  my  sinfulness,  all  my  failings,  all 
my  infirmities ;  but  thou  knowest  also  that 
I  love  thee. 

Thus,  though  ^sorrow  may  endure  for  a 
night,  joy  cometti  in  the  morning ; '  and 
while  the  heart  thus  condemns  itself,  the 
Saviour  becomes  more  precious.  The  sor- 
row and  the  love  grow  on  together ;  one 
may  be  for  a  season  forgotten  in  the  other, 
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but  even  in  the  darkest  hours  of  such 
mourning  J  the  believer  may  find  comfort, 
if  he  can  rememberj  that  his  sorroAV  re- 
sembles the  sorrow  of  his  Lord. 

There  are  sorrows,  which  are  common  to 
all,  and  which  the  believer  shares  with  all 
mankind  ;  but  the  favor  of  God  converts 
these  into  blessings.  The  Christian's  com- 
fort under  such  trouble  is  real :  though  others 
call  them  crosses,  he  does  not  so  call  them. 
His  cross  is  borne  in  meekness  and  love,  as 
was  that  of  his  Master.  Though  others 
may  almost  wickedly  term  the  consequences 
of  their  own  sins  and  follies,  or  those  which 
are  common  to  the  race,  crosses  ;  and  though 
they  may  indirectly,  yet  falsely,  charge  upon 
the  Divine  Being,  the  crosses,  brought  upon 
themselves,  yet  there  is  no  comfort  in  the 
attempt.  The  Christian  needs  comfort  for 
the   recollection   of    past    sins,   though   he 
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knows  they  are  forgiven ;  and  if  he  has  no 
assurance  of  their  forgiveness,  he  does  not 
attempt  to  term  his  sorrow  a  cross  —  he 
humbles  himself,  for  sin  grows  more  hateful 
as  he  becomes  more  holy :  with  David,  he 
says  — '  Mine  iniquities  have  taken  such  hold 
upon  me,  I  am  not  able  to  look  up ; '  and 
again, —  ^  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  my 
head  as  a  heavy  burthen ;  they  are  too 
heavy  for  me.'  But  there  is  comfort  in  the 
sorrow  which  worketh  repentance  to  salva- 
tion ;  while  there  is  none  in  the  attempt  to 
place  our  sins,  or  the  sins  of  the  race,  and 
the  consequences  of  them,  where  they  do 
not  belong.  If  we  have  brought  ourselves 
into  temptation,  exposed  ourselves  to  evil 
influences,  or  deprived  ourselves  of  Spiritual 
opportunities,  the  responsibility  is  wholly 
ours.  We  may  or  may  not  find  consolation 
in  repentance  and  purposed  amendment,  and 
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comfort  in  the  promises;  yet  we  cannot  im- 
peach the  dispensations  of  Providence,  but 
rather  say  — 

'  O  let  my  soul  in  faith  be  still, 

While  darkness  veils  this  mortal  eye, 

And  wait  thy  wise,  thy  holy  will, 
W^rapped  yet  in  fears  and  mystery. 

I  cannot.  Lord,  thy  purpose  see. 

Yet  all  is  well  since  ruled  by  thee  : 

So  trusting  in  thy  love  I  tread 

The  narrow  path  of  duty  on. 
What  though  some  cherished  joys  are  fled? 

What  though  some  flattering  dreams  are  gone  ? 
Yet  purer,  brighter  joys  remain. 
Why  should  my  spirit  then  complain  ? ' 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  PROSPECT. 


'AND    THERE    SHALL    BE  NO  MORE  CURSE.' ReV.  XxU  :    3. 

^  No  more  curse,'  what  ^  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heardj  nor  heart  of  man  conceived.' 
Then  shall  be  manifested,  then  shall  be 
brought  to  pass,  the  saying  that  is  written, 
'  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory :'  death  — 
that,  by  which  death  came,  sin,  shall  then  be 
destroyed  :  ^  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away  ' : 
the  burning  tear  of  wounded  feeling,  the  bit- 
ter tear  of  disappointment,  the  bursting  tear 
of  pain,  the  tear  of  sorrow  for  the  dead,  the 
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more  poignant  tear  of  anguish  for  the  living, 
the  tear  that  has  its  source  in  the  humbled 
and  contrite  heart, — the  only  tear  perhaps  that 
can  be  unmixed  with  sin, — the  tear  that  flows 
for  sin,  the  tear  of  penitence,  and  the  tear  of 
regret,  all  shall  be  wiped  away  from  off*  all 
faces  ;  they  shall  no  more  stain  mine.  Bless- 
ed and  glorious  prospect !  Would  that  I  could 
dwell  on  it,  until  the  sense  of  the  present  was 
lost  in  the  vision  of  the  future  !  ^  There  shall 
be  no  more  curse  ; '  herein  is  the  whole  con- 
summation of  blessedness :  Redemption  com- 
pleted, sin  destroyed,  death  swallov/ed  up, 
love  triumphant.  Thousands  of  years,  crea- 
tion, groaning  and  travailing  in  pain,  waited 
for  this  hour  ;  bearing  the  curse,  this  beau- 
tiful and  blighted  earth  just  showed  enough 
of  original  excellence  to  make  its  regenera- 
tion be  expected  ;  filled  with  violence,  rife 
with  cruelty  and  guilt,  rioting  in  pleasures, 
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groaning  in  misery,  blinded  by  ambition, 
power  and  wealth,  sunk  in  darkness,  misled 
by  appearances,  the  world  bore  witness  to 
its  fall  and  its  recklessness  of  recovery  ;  the 
ground  was  cursed  for  man's  sake,  and  in 
sorrow  did  he  eat  of  it,  all  the  days  of  his 
life  ;  its  sweetest  valleys  and  wildest  moun- 
tains, its  most  crowded  cities  and  most  lone- 
ly hamlets,  bear  alike  the  marks  of  the  curse. 
'  The  long  suffering  of  God  waited,'  waited 
long, —  having  loved  his  own  which  were  in 
the  world,  he  loved  them  unto  the  end :  for 
their  sakes  he  suffered  his  holy  name  to 
be  blasphemed  among  men,  and  destroyed 
them  not:  for  their  sakes  he  allowed  the  work 
of  his  own  hands  to  give  his  glory  to  another, 
and  worship  and  serve  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator.  He  let  beings,  who  are  crushed 
before  the  moth,  contemn  Omnipotence,  and 
arraign  the  decrees  of  eternal  wisdom  and 
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tongue,  of  all  that  hath  been  given  him,  he 
hath  lost  none.    The  whole  building  of  which 
he  laid  the  foundation  in  Zion,  is  finished  — 
the  top  stone  is  placed.     His  Kingdom  is 
come ;  the  Lamb  hath  taken  unto  him  his 
great  power,  and  reigned,  and  the  mighty- 
angel  hath  come  down  from  heaven  clothed 
with  a  cloud,  and  lifted  up  his  hand  and 
sworn  ^  That  time  shall  be  no  longer.'  ^  There 
shall  be  no  more  curse,'  for  the  throne  of 
God  and  of  the  Lamb  is  set  up  —  a  throne 
established  in  righteousness.     His  servants 
shall  serve  him  ;  then  at  length  shall  they 
render  an  unbroken  service,  unmingled  with 
sin,  undiminished  by  infirmity,  unvexed  by 
persecution,  for  they  shall  see  his  face  ;  they 
shall  be  like  him,  for  they  shall  see  him  as 
he  is ;  the  consummation  for  which  they  suf- 
fered, for  which  they  ^endured chastisement,' 

for  which  they  wept,  for  which  they  prayed, 
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is  come  J  they  are  ^  Holy  even  as  he  is  holy.' 
Alleluia  for  the  Soul !  God  Omnipotent  reign- 
eth  !  Now  is  come  salvation  and  strength  and 
the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of 
his  Christ,  for  the  accuser  of  the  brethren  is 
C9.st  down;  there  shall  be  no  more  curse, 
therefore  rejoice  ye  heavens  and  ye  that  dwell 
in  them. 

On  this  mount  Pisgah  let  me  dwell  a  lit- 
tle while^ — ^not  as  Moses  the  saint  of  the  Lord, 
to  view  the  land  into  which  the  Lord  had 
said  he  should  not  enter  ;  but  rather  as  Abra- 
ham the  father  of  the  faithful,  when  told  to 
look  from  the  place  where  he  was,  where 
enemies  surrounded  and  sinners  grieved  him, 
and  trust  in  the  promise  of  a  covenant  keep- 
ing God.  From  this  mount  Pisgah  let  me 
look,  and  losing  the  sight  of  myself,  of  my 
sins  and  sorrows,  in  the  glorious  revelation, 
catch  the  sweet  melody  of  harpers,  harping 
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with  their  harps,  and  join  in  the  anthem  of 
redeemed  souls,  ascribing  blessings  and  hon- 
or and  praise  unto  Him  who  hath  loved  me, 
even  me,  and  redeemed  me  to  God  by  His 
blood. 

Hence  let  me  look,  and  what  is  my  view  ? 
Behind  me  lies  the  wilderness ;  it  was  a  drea- 
ry road,  but  it  is  almost  passed ;  mercy  led 
me  into  it  instead  of  suffering  me  to  take 
the  shorter  and  easier  one,  through  the  ene- 
mies' land.  Mercy  suffered  me  to  taste  bit- 
ter waters,  and  showed  me  how  they  might 
be  made  sweet :  Mercy  let  me  faint  with 
thirst,  and  clove  the  rock  so  that  the  waters 
gushed  out  for  me  to  drink  :  Mercy  made 
me  to  hunger  and  loathe  the  light  food  of  the 
wilderness,  and  then  fed  me  with  bread  from 
heaven  :  Mercy  let  me  feel  the  bite  of  the 
fiery  serpent  and  bade  me  ^  look  and  be  heal- 
ed ;'  and  now  that  mercv  which  followed  me 
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all  my  life  long,  which  suffered  my  manners 
in  the  wildernesSj  and  many  times  and  oft 
forgave  my  ini(3[mtieSj  hath  led  me  even  to  its 
borders. 

Before  me  lies  the  heavenly  city,  the  new 
Jerusalem,  which  came  down  from  heaven, 
having  the  glory  of  God,  wherein  nothing  that 
defileth  enterethj  neither  that  maketh  abom- 
ination, nor  maketh  a  lie.  Peace  is  within 
her  borders,  and  all  unholiness  and  wrath  and 
evil  speaking  is  put  away,  and  they  that  dwell 
therein  shall  walk  in  white,  and  their  pure 
garments  be  unspotted  by  the  flesh,  nor  show 
one  stain  which  the  ^  inventors  of  evil  things' 
would  cast  upon  it  in  an  evil  world  ;  'they 
have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,'  and  they 
need  no  more  to  return  ever  to  '  wash  their 
feet,'  for  they  are  eternally  'clean,  every  whit.' 
'  There  is  no  need  of  the  sun  or  the  moon 
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there,  for  the  glory  of  God  doth  light  that 
city,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.'  The 
lesser  lights  of  ordinances,  of  ministers,  in 
which  we  were  willing  for  a  season  to  abide — 
the  blessed  light  of  Revelation,  these  are  done 
away.  In  his  light  we  shall  see  light,  and 
know  even  as  we  are  known.  Here  we 
grieve  that  the  candle  of  the  Lord  did  not 
always  shine  upon  our  tabernacle  ;  there  the 
Lord  shall  be  our  everlasting  light,  and  the 
days  of  our  mourning  shall  be  ended.  There 
is  no  night  there ;  here  the  cry  of  Israel's 
watchmen  is  continually  heard ;  the  morning 
cometh  and  also  the  night;  if  a  beam  of  bright- 
ness shines  on  us,  if  a  little  light  uprises  on 
our  darkness,  if  joy  cometh  in  the  morning, 
the  night,  the  pale  sad  night  of  weeping  comes 
on  again  so  quickly,  that  its  approach  is  an- 
nounced by  the  same  voice  that  bade  us  re- 
joice in  the  dawning  of  the  day.     Unbelief, 
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sin  and  sorrow,  shall  there  cloud  no  more  the 
light  of  the  soul ;  the  people  that  dwell  there- 
in are  forgiven  their  iniquities ;  there  shall  be 
no  more  curse ;  the  former  things  are  passed 
away. 

Who  then  will  repine  that  ^  the  former 
things  are  passed  away  ?'  Will  they  who  in 
this  life  possessed  their  good  things, — they  to 
whom  in  this  world  much  was  given, — they 
whose  treasure  and  whose  heart  were  on 
earth?  Earth  and  the  things  of  earth,  the 
world  and  all  that  is  therein,  its  pleasures, 
its  pomps,  its  vanities,  its  delusive  enjoy- 
ment, its  wealth,  its  power,  these  are  among 
the  former  things  that  are  passed  away,  and 
with  these  are  passed  away  all  wherein  they 
trusted,  all  which  they  foolishly  chose  as  their 
^portion  for  ever.' 

O  thou,  to  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all 
desires  known,  and  from  whom  no   secrets 
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are  hid,  Thou  knowest  all  things  concerning 
me,  whatever  may  be  my  state,  whatever  my 
lot,  whatever  my  circumstances !  Grant !  Oh 
grant !  that  when  thou  dost  make  all  things 
new,  I  may  rejoice,  that  ^the  former  things  are 
passed  away.  '  Let  my  portion  here  be  sor- 
row and  crying  and  pain,  if  so  it  seem  good 
in  thy  sight.  These  are  a  part  of  the  curse  and 
among  the  ^  former  things,'  that  shall  pass 
away ;  but  when  the  Lamb  shall  stand  with 
his  redeemed  on  mount  Zion,  let  me  be 
among  the  multitude,  which  have  come  out 
of  great  tribulation,  and  having  washed  their 
robes  with  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus,  ^as  of  a 
Lamb  without  spot,'  axe  therefore  without 
fault  before  the  throne  of  God,  to  serve  him 
day  and  night,  cleansed  in  thisPountainTrom 
all  sin,  so  that  God  himself  can  dwell  among 
them.     Let  me  now  be  content  to  be  sorrow- 
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ful,  but  when  ^  there  shall  be  no  more  curse  ' 
let  my  sorrow  be  turned  into  joy. 

'  The  dove  let  loose  in  Eastern  skies, 

Returning  fondly  home, 
Ne'er  stoops  to  earth  her  wing,  nor  flies 

Where  idler  warblers  roam. 

But  high  she  shoots  through  air  and  light, 

Above  all  low  delay ; 
Where  nothing  earthly  bounds  her  flight. 

Nor  shadows  dim  her  way. 

So  grant  me,  Lord,  from  every  snare. 

Of  sinful  passions  free. 
Aloft  through  faith's  serener  air, 

To  urge  my  course  to  Thee. 

No  sin  to  cloud,  no  lure  to  stay, 

My  soul  as  Home  she  springs, 
Thy  sunshine  on  her  joyful  way, 

Thy  freedom  on  her  wings.  * 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  RETROSPECT. 


'  AND  THOU  SHALT  REMEMBER  ALL  THE  WAY  WHICH 
THE  LORD  THY  GOD  LED  THEE  IN  THE  WILDER- 
NESS  TO     HUMBLE     THEE,    AND     TO    PROVE    THEE 

TO  KNOW  WHAT  WAS  IN  THINE  HEART.' Deut.viii:2. 


'  Thou  shalt  remember  all  the  way,  that 
the  Lord  thy  God  led  thee,' — ^  all  the  way.' 
There  are  passages  in  the  book  of  human 
life,  which  he  would  fain  pass  over  in  that 
retrospective  survey ;  but  it  is  the  believer's 
privilege  to  know,  that  through  them  all, 
even  through  those  that  are  marked  by 
shame  as  well  as  sorrow,  the  Lord  his  God 
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has  led  him,  to  humble  him,  and  to  prove 
him,  to  know  what  was  in  his  heart,  and  to 
teach  him  to  know  it  also.  ^  That  thou 
mayest  remember  and  be  confounded,  and 
never  open  thy  mouth  any  more,  because 
of  thy  shame,  when  I  am  pacified  toward 
thee,  for  all  thou  hast  done,  saith  the  Lord 
God.'  Musing  on  the  passage  of  ancient 
Israel  to  the  land  of  promise,  I  can  trace  my 
own  passage  through  this  wilderness  world. 
I  would  remember  all  the  way,  the  Lord 
my  God  hath  led  me.  But  what  a  book 
of  remembrance  is  opened.  A  bond  slave 
in  Egypt,  serving  a  hard  task  master,  and 
unconscious  of  my  state,  the  Lord  looked 
upon  me  as  he  did  on  the  people  whom  he 
chose  —  ^  not  for  their  righteousness,  nor  the 
uprightness  of  their  hearts ' — but  because 
he  had  a  favor  unto  them,  and  formed  them 
for  himself,  a  peculiar  people,  to  shew  forth 
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his  praise.  In  like  manner,  he  led  me  out 
of  a  spiritual  Egypt,  which  I  had  esteemed 
a  pleasant  land,  where  I  had  eaten  bread  to 
the  full,  enjoying  that  alone,  which  the  world 
can  give,  and  fearing  only  to  lose  that, 
which  the  world  can  take  away  ;  and  where 
I  would  willingly  have  remained,  had  he 
not  brought  me  out  '  with  a  high  hand,  and 
an  outstretched  arm;'  because  in  the  coun- 
cils of  Omnipotence,  I  was  numbered  among 
those,  concerning  whom  he  said  to  the  Re- 
deemer —  ^  As  for  thee,  behold  by  the  blood 
of  thy  covenant  have  I  sent  forth  thy  priso- 
ners out  of  the  pit,  wherein  is  no  water.' 

He  led  me  through  ^  a  great  and  terrible 
wilderness,'  which  became  more  waste  and 
dreary  as  I  advanced^  into  it ;  and  yet,  more 
and  more  brightened  by  sweet  prospects  of 
the  land  I  was  yet  to  enter,  and  by  the  assur- 
ance, which  from  time  to  time  reached  my 
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doubting  heart,  cheering  me  with  the  en- 
couragement, which  Moses  gave  to  Joshua — 
'  And  the  Lord,  he  it  is,  that  doth  go  before 
thee  ;  he  will  be  with  thee  ;  he  will  not  fail 
nor  forsake  thee  ;  fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed.' 
Throughout  this  wilderness  he  fulfilled 
his  promises,  he  guided  me  by  his  eye,  he 
turned  me  back  when  I  would  have  taken 
the  path  that  seemed  right  in  my  own  sight, 
not  considering  that  the  end  thereof  was 
death.  His  language  to  me,  from  first  to 
last,  was,  —  ^  In  me  is  thy  help  found.' 
When  I  sought  him  in  trouble,  he  heard  me  ; 
when  I  looked  to  him  in  distress,  he  deliv- 
ered me  ;  when  I  complained  to  him  in  sor- 
row, he  comforted  me  ;  when  I  applied  to 
him  in  temptation,  he  broke  the  snare  of  the 
fowler  ;  when  I  acknowledged  him  in  all 
my  ways,  he  ^  directed  my  paths ; '  he  caused 
the  rock  of  flint   to    yield  me  water,  and 


y 


THE    believer's    RETROSPECT.  93 

made  the  birds  of  prey  bring  me  meat ;  my 
necessities  were  administered  to,  by  means 
which  I  never  could  have  expected,  and 
supplies  flowed  to  me  from  sources,  I  could 
never  have  looked  to ;  when  I  was  sinful, 
he  was  my  Saviour  ;  when  I  was  wandering, 
he  was  my  guide ;  when  I  was  unholy,  he 
was  my  sanctifier ;  when  I  was  weary,  he 
was  my  rest ;  when  I  was  sorrowful,  he 
was  my  comforter. 

Often  have  I  gone  unto  him,  crying,  as 
did  the  friends  of  Lazarus,  in  former  days, — 
'  Lord,  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick,'  or  is 
in  grief,  in  doubt,  distress,  temptation,  trial, — 
is  afiiicted  in  mind,  body,  or  estate  ;  and  if 
he  delayed  to  come  and  heal,  or  help,  it  was 
only  that  God  might  be  the  more  glorified 
in  the  day  of  my  visitation,  and  his  servant 
more  incited  to  tarry  the  Lord's  leisure,  and 
be  strong  in  the  assurance,  that  he  would 
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comfort  his  heart.  When  I  would  ^  remem- 
ber all  the  way,'  that  the  Lord  my  God  hath 
led  me,  this  has  been  a  part  of  that  way  — 
but  how  small  a  part  of  it.  ^  How  manifold 
are  thy  mercies  unto  me,  O  God!  How 
great  is  the  sum  of  them  !  If  I  should 
declare  them,  and  speak  of  them,  they  are 
more  in  number,  than  the  hairs  of  my  head ! ' 
And,  what  has  been  my  part  ?  How  often 
have  I  been  among  the  children  in  whom  is 
no  faith  ?  How  often  have  I  been  like  the 
Israelites,  when  their  song  of  praise  for 
deliverance  from  Pharaoh  and  his  host, 
changed  into  murmurs,  lest  they  should 
perish  with  hunger,  in  the  wilderness  ? 
How  often  have  I  moved  the  Lord  to  jeal- 
ousy with  that  which  was  not  God,  and 
provoked  him  to  anger  by  my  vanities.  I 
have  coveted  the  ^  flesh-pots  of  Egypt ;'  I 
have   turned  back  and  '  limited  the  Holy 
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One  of  Israel ;'  acknowledging  that  he  had 
saved  me  in  six  troubles,  but  fearing  to 
trust  him  in  a  seventh ;  admitting  that  he 
had  given  storms  in  the  desert,  that  he  clave 
the  rock  indeed,  and  the  waters  gushed  out ; 
but  questioning  if  he  could  give  bread  also — 
if  he  could  furnish  a  table  in  the  wilderness. 
Nay,  of  the  very  tokens  of  his  goodness  — 
of  the  good  things  which  he  bestowed  on 
me — I  have  made,  as  did  the  Israelites  in 
Horeb,  of  the  gold  they  carried  from  the 
Egyptians,  stumbling  blocks,  to  which  my 
idolatrous  heart  said, — ^  These  are  my  gods, 
and  in  them  will  I  trust.' 

But  these  were  dashed  in  pieces  before  me. 
He  punished  the  sin,  and  forgave  the  sinner. 
Though  for  these  transgressions  many  of  my 
days  did  he  consume  in  vanity,  and  my  years 
in  trouble  ;  yet  when  I  returned  and  inquired 
after  God,  whenever  I  poiured  out  a  prayer, 
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when  his  chastisement  was  upon  me,  he 
being  full  of  compassion,  forgave  my  iniquity, 
and  destroyed  me  not.  Yea,  many  a  time 
turned  he  his  anger  away,  and  did  not  stir 
up  all  his  wrath :  but  by  his  judgments 
taught  me  to  remember,  that  God  was  my 
rock,  and  the  high  God  my  Redeemer :  and 
thus  he  hath  led  me  to  the  border  of  his 
sanctuary;  and  when  I  enter  that  blessed 
sanctuary,  from  whence  the  inhabitant  goeth 
no  more  out,  then  shall  I  see  clearly  all  the 
way  that  the  Lord  my  God  hath  led  me  in 
the  wilderness ;  then  shall  I  know  that  he 
hath  done  all  things  well ;  that  he  hath 
made  the  blind  to  see,  and  the  deaf  to  hear ; 
that  '  all  his  works  are  done  in  truth  and 
righteousness.'  For  he  hath  led  the  blind  by 
a  way  they  knew  not,  unto  a  city  of  habita- 
tion, and  not  one  good  thing  has  failed  of  all 
that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  concerning  Israel. 
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Be  still  my  heart,  these  anxious  cares 
To  thee  are  burthens,  storms  and  snares ; 
They  cast  dishonor  on  thy  Lord, 
And  contradict  his  gracious  word. 

Brought  safely  by  his  hand  thus  far, 
Why  wilt  thou  now  give  place  to  fear  ? 
How  canst  thou  want  if  he  provide, 
Or  lose  thy  way  with  such  a  guide  ? 

When  first  before  his  mercy  seat 
Thou  didst  to  him  thy  all  commit. 
He  gave  thee  warrant  from  that  hour. 
To  trust  his  wisdom,  love,  and  power. 

Did  ever  trouble  yet  befal. 
And  he  refuse  to  hear  thy  call  ? 
And  has  he  not  his  promise  past, 
That  thou  shalt  overcome  at  last  ? 

Like  David  thou  mayst  comfort  draw. 
Saved  from  the  bears  and  lions  paw ; 
Goliah's  rage  I  may  defy. 
For  God  my  Saviour  still  is  nigh. 

He  who  has  helped  me  hitherto. 
Will  help  me  all  my  journey  through. 
And  give  me  daily  cause  to  raise 
New  '  Ebenezers  '  to  his  praise. 


9 


THE 


BELIEVER'S  REST. 


'  THERE  REMAINETH  THEREFORE  A  REST  TO  THE  PEOPLE: 
OF  GOD  :  LET  US  LABOR,  THEREFORE,  TO  ENTER 
INTO  THAT  REST,  LEST  ANY  MAN  FALL  AFTER  THAT 
SAME    EXAMPLE    OF    UNBELIEF/ — Heb.  iv-:    9,11. 


When  the  Israelites  were  journeying  to 
the  promised  land,  under  the  especial  guid- 
ance of  God,  supported  and  protected  by  his 
wonderful  condescension,  power,  and  love ; 
when  ^  He  went  before  them  by  day  in  a 
pillar  of  a^cloud,  to  lead  them  the  way,  and 
by  night  in  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light ;' 
and  ^  He  took  not  away  the  pillar  of  cloud 
by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  from 
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before  the  people.'  Exodus  xiii.  21,  22. 
When,  notwithstanding  this  awful  anfl  con- 
tinued presence,  and  the  miraculous  manifes- 
tations of  his  power  and  his  goodness,  the 
Israelites  rebelled  and  disbelieved  his  prom- 
ises, and  disregarded  all  the  signs  and  tokens 
which  sealed  them,  as  the  promises  have 
only  since  been  sealed  by  his  unspeakable 
gift ;  and  when  his  long-suffering,  forbear- 
ance, and  continued  mercies  were  exhausted, 
he  then  swore  they  should  not  enter  into  his 
rest  —  the  rest  of  the  promised  land,  the  rest 
from  their  enemies,  by  whom  they  were  sur- 
rounded ;  the  rest  which  was  found  by  the 
children  who  entered  in,  but  their  fathers 
died  in  the  wilderness.  So  we,  also,  if  we 
do  not  fall  after  that  ^  same  example  of  un- 
belief,' which  the  Apostle  recals  in  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  shall  enter  into  the 
promised  land  ;  and  if  the  pillar  of  cloud  and 
the  pillar  of  fire  is  not  always  before  us,  by 
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night  and  by  day,  let  us  earnestly  endeavor 
to  ascertain  whether  it  is  because  of  sin  and 
unbelief;  for  we  also  may  have  such  wit- 
nesses. We  also  are  supported  and  protected 
by  his  love  and  his  power ;  we  also  are  com- 
passed with  enemies,  and  often  wander  long 
in  the  wilderness;  —  yet  if  we  will  only 
believe  his  promises,  he  will  bring  us  to  the 
promised  land,  and  give  us  rest  from  all  our 
enemies,  the  enemies  within  as  well  as  with- 
out ;  those  which  strive  to  draw  us  farther 
and  farther  into  the  wilderness,  and  those 
which  lead  us  to  rebel.  As  with  the  Israel- 
ites, so  we  also  receive  special  manifestations 
of  his  power  and  his  love,  sent  to  confirm 
our  wavering  faith.  Manna  is  sent  from 
heaven  to  give  us  strength,  and  water  from 
the  rock  of  ages,  to  refresh  our  fainting 
spirits.  But  there  remaineth  a  rest,  also,  to 
his  people  here,  as  well  as  hereafter ;  there 
is  a  rest  after  conflict,  a  rest  from  sin  and 
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from  temptation.  Our  Father  does  not  try 
us  beyond  what  we  are  able  to  bear ;  and 
though  the  rest  here  may  be  but  for  a  time, 
there  it  is  eternal. 

How  often,  after  a  period  of  tribulation 
and  despondency,  of  sleepless  nights,  and 
days  of  sorrow  and  of  gloom,  when  we  were 
nearly  overwhelmed  by  the  waves  and  the 
tempest,  he  has  rebuked  them,  and  said, 
'  Peace,  be  still : '  the  calm  came  at  his  bid- 
ding, and  over  the  waters  there  was  only  the 
breathing  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  subduing  all  to 
rest  —  the  quiet,  child-like  rest  of  reconciling 
love.  True  it  is,  storms  and  tempests  may 
again  arise,  trials  and  temptations  again  buf- 
fet us ;  the  conflict  may  not  be  ended,  but 
we  are  strengthened  for  the  future,  and  our 
faith  and  hope  grows  by  every  trial.  The 
promise,  however,  is  with  us,  that  there 
remaineth  an  everlasting  rest,  a  rest  from 
further  conflict  with  evil,  with  sin,  and  the 
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world ;  for  ^  there  shall  be  no  more  sin,  and 
sighing  and  sorrow  shall  be  done  away,  and 
all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away  from  all  eyes.' 
There  shall  be  then  that  everlasting  rest  and 
freedom  from  sin,  which  now  separates  us 
from  our  Father,  and  we  shall  rest  as  the 
little  weary  ones  of  earth,  on  their  parents' 
bosoms,  or  as  the  loved  disciple  on  his  mas- 
ter's breast.  To  that  eternal  rest  we  are 
hastening ;  but  if  we  trust  and  believe  his 
promises,  we  shall  go  in  hope  and  joy,  and 
not  in  fear.  No  enemy  awaits  us,  for  Christ 
has  conquered  both  the  grave  and  death  ; 
and  the  last  enemies  that  he  has  conquered, 
he  has  conquered  for  us.  He  has  promised, 
also,  to  be  with  us  to  the  end ;  and  the 
Christian  will  rather  rejoice  that  his  rest  is 
at  hand ;  and  though  he  may  hesitate  at  the 
untried  entrance,  his  reliance  is  upon  the 
Rock  of  Ages.  He  leans  not  on  himself,'  for 
•he  has  long  knoAvn  his  weakness ;  he  leans 
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not  on  the  world,  for  it  has  failed  and  disap- 
pointed him  ;  but  he  knows  in  whom  he  has 
trusted,  and  he  looks  up  to  that  good  shep- 
herd, who  long  since  sought  him  in  the 
wilderness,  and  led  him  into  ^  green  pastures 
and  beside  the  still  waters,'  and  who  will, 
he  humbly  trusts,  support  him  by  his  staff, 
and  guide  him  through  the  dark  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  and  safely  land  him  on  the 
peaceful  shores  of  everlasting  rest.  And, 
how  glorious  and  happy  will  be  that  rest ! 
How  suited  to  those  who  have  overcome 
the  world,  through  Christ ;  —  to  those  who 
have  thirsted  for  righteousness,  for  they  shall 
be  filled  ;  —  a  rest  from  watching  and  from 
toil,  from  sorrow  and  from  grief,  from  sick- 
ness and  from  death  ;  —  a  rest  from  fightings 
without,  and  fears  within  ;  a  rest  for  wounded 
spirits  and  bruised  hearts  ;  —  a  rest  from  all 
evil,  but  a  happy  and  joyous  activity  for  all 
good.     All  clogs  removed,  the  only  unrest 
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will  be  a  glorious  upspringing  of  the  soul 
into  higher  and  higher  regions  of  light  and 
iife,  of  love  and  joy,  imparting  to,  and  re- 
ceiving from,  the  beings  who  surround  us, 
new  springs  of  wisdom,  power  and  love, — 
and  to  Him,  who  is  over  all,  and  the  great 
Author  of  all,  whose  name  is  Love^  will  ever 
ascend  an  eternal  anthem  of  gratitude  and 
praise,  from  myriads  of  blissful  beings,  whom 
he  has  thus  made  happy,  and  never  ending 
ascriptions  of  honor  and  glory,  dominion  and 
power,  to  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne, 
and  to  the  Lamb,  forever. 

*  A  peace  that  ever  shall  endure, 
A  rest  eternal,  sacred,  sure.' 

'  There  is  a  home  of  peaceful  rest, 

To  mourning  wanderers  given  — 
A  balm  for  every  wounded  breast, 
A  tear  for  every  soul  distrest,  — 

'T  is  found  alone  in  Heaven. 
There  fragrant  flowers  immortal  bloom, 

And  joys  supreme  are  given  ^ 
There  rays  divine  dispel  the  gloom 
That  shroud  the  dark  and  narrow  tomb. 

And  show  the  dawn  of  Heaven.' 
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